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Prayers 
By Solveig Paulson Russell 


IMOTHY, Junior, is quite a sight 
As he says his prayers before “Good 
night.” 
His cheeks are rosy, his eyes are gray, 
And he has a most adorable way 
Of knitting his brows as he talks to God 
In a lisping voice. His head will nod 
fa strong conviction that God will 
r 
And bless the ones our Tim holds dear; 
And as he speaks I, too, can feel 
The Father close. Each night I kneel 
At my own prayers and I think of Tim 
Talking to God, and because of him 
My heart lifts, too, in a childlike way, 
And I know God hears the prayers I say. 
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looking Back, Around, or Up? 


Peace of mind in the Christian life 
depends much on the direction of oun 
Spiritual gaze. Are we looking bwith 
at the supposed pleasures of thess of 
life, or around at apparentiimself a: 
tages in the world, or up totsa. 6:38 
Place of our heavenly citizenship) theter 
Israel was delivered from Egypt, ‘they 
displeased the Lord and got into great 
trouble by looking with longing in the 
Wrong direction. They ‘began to com- 
Plain at once: “And the whole congre- 
gation of the children of Israel mur- 
mured against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness: Would to God we had 
died by the hand of the Lord in the 


flesh pots, and when we did eat bread 
to the full” (Exod. 16:2, 3). Then the 
Lord graciously gave them manna 
which was exactly suited to dill: their 
physical needs. But later they fell back 
into the same sin: “And the mixt mul- 
titude that was among them fell a lust- 
ing: and the children of Israel also 
wept again, and said, Who shall give 
us flesh to eat? We remember the fish, 
which we did eat in Egypt freely; the 
cucumbers, and the melons, and the 
leeks, and the onions, and the garlick: 
but now our soul is dried away: there 
is nothing at all, beside this manna, 
before our eyes” (Num. 11:4-6). Note 
that it was a “mixt multitude,” which 
means that the great host included, 
beside the leaders and those who 
walked by faith, a large number who 
walked by sight, seeing their sojourn 


’ in Egypt through a rosy haze and the 


hardships of the wilderness rather than 
the blessings of its freedom. Their mur- 
muring was the expression of that 
which was within, for as our Lord 
Jesus said later, “Out of the aburidance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh” 
(Matt. 12:34). The cause was plainly 
unbelief and sin—doubting God’s love 
and His power to care for His people 
and rebelling against His dealings. 
Manna is a beautiful type of the Lord 
Jesus. He said: “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Moses gave you not that 


% 


bread from heaven; but my Father 
giveth you the true bread from heaven. 
For the bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven, and giveth 
life unto the world. I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that be- 
lieveth on me shall never thirst” 
(John 6:32-35). The Israelites com- 
plained, “There is nothing at all, beside 
this manna, before our eyes.” Are we 
sometimes in danger of the same kind 
of complaint, though we would hardly 
dare put it into words? We would not 
dare to say querulously, “There is 
nothing but Christ before our eyes,” 
for even the complaint ought to con- 
vict us of sin. In Him “are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” 
(Col. 2:3); and the psalmist said, “In 
thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy 
right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore” (Psa. 16:11). We need to be 
on our guard, in our work and in our 
worship, lest our “minds should be cor- 
rupted from the simplicity that is in 
Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). In our service 
we need the right goal, which is to 
please Him; and in our worship, we 
should not seek entertainment or sen- 
sual pleasures, but ought to feed on 
Him, the bread of life. It is all summed 
up in these words: “Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith” 
(Heb. 12:2). 
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X. Giving and Receiving Praise 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


HAT is praise? It is primarily 

the expressed price of a person 

or thing. It is the declared es- 

timate of that which has a recognized 

value. There can be no sincere praise 

where there is no definite estimate. If 

the estimate is inaccurate, the praise is 

misleading. The real worth of praise 

depends, therefore, on its sincerity and 
accuracy. 

God wants the praise of His creatures. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Be not afraid of sudden fear .. . 
For the Lord shall be thy con- 
fidence” (Prov. 3:25, 26). 

















He asks for it. He rejoices in it. If 
those whom He has created, if those 
whom He has redeemed, recognize His 
power and goodness, God wants them to 
say so. “Whoso offereth praise glorifietfi 
me,” he says. “Praise ye the Lord... . 
Praise ye him, all his angels. . . . Praise 
ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all 
ye stars of light. . . . Praise the Lord 
from the earth, .. . fire, and hail; snow, 
and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling his 
word: mountains, and all hills; fruitful 
trees, and all cedars; beasts, and all 
cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl: 
kings of the earth, and all people; 
princes, and all judges of the earth: bot’ 
young men, and maidens; old men, 2 
children: let them praise the name of 
Lord. . . . Let every thing that 
breath praise the Lord.” 
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Nor does God limit approved praise 
to the expressed estimate of Himself by 
His creatures. He promises praise to 
His children. He declares of His scat- 
tered people when they shall be re- 
deemed and regathered out of all the 
countries of the earth: “I will get them 
praise and fame in every land where 
they have been put to shame.” And 
His promise is, that in the day of final 
award He will say to each one of those 
who have loved and trusted Him, even 
while they were at the best but un- 
profitable servants, doing nothing more 
than their explicit duty, “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant: thou 
hast been faithful over a few things”; 
and this praise of His creatures by the 
Lord shall be in the presence of all the 
universe of God. By the divine precept, 
and by the divine example, praise of 
God’s creatures is declared praise- 
worthy. By the word of the Lord, as 
well as by our personal experiences in 
life, we are shown that praise “is pleas- 
ant,” and “praise is comely.” 

No Christian duty is more imperative 
than to give and to take praise wisely. 
Praise is not only pleasant and comely, 
but it is needful. Everybody who is 
good for anything needs praise. No one 
ever gets above this need in himself. 
No one ought to feel above meeting it 
in others. If God asks for praise of 
Himself, and promises praise to His chil- 
dren, who, among the sons of men, shall 
say that he is above needing praise, or 
above giving it to another? All life is a 
struggle. All attainment costs exhaust- 
ing effort. He who has made a worthy 
struggle, and who feels its strain, needs 
the comfort and the stimulus of praise. 
He needs to be cheered and helped by 
the knowledge that his struggle is noted 
and approved; that a proper estimate is 
put upon it, and that the appraised 
value finds expression in words. The 
best disposed child in the world does 
not do right without trying to do so. He 
has his temptations to battle. When he 
has overcome these, he ought to be 
praised for his welldoing. Praise for 
that which is praiseworthy cannot be 

; Safely withheld from a child. It is as 
needful to him as bread, or as milk; and 
if he does not get it at least three times 
a day, he is either doing very poorly, or 
is not receiving his deserts. 

It is wrong to give insincere or in- 
accurate praise to child or man. And 
flattery is the very opposite of praise. 
Praise is an estimate of value. Flattery 
is the effort to compensate for a lack of 
“value. “If their words have any mean- 
ing at all,” says Jonathan Edwards, of 
those who praise others, “by praise they 
must mean the exercise or testimony of 
some sorts of esteem, respect, or honor- 
able regard.” “Just praise is only a 
debt,” says Dr. Johnson. But “flattery,” 
he adds, “if its operation be nearly ex- 
amined, will be found to owe its accept- 
ance, not to our ignorance, but [to our] 
knowledge of our failure, and to de- 
light us rathér as it consoles our wants 
than displays our possessions.” Flattery 
is uniformly as injurious as sincere and 
wise praise is helpful. 

A child ought not to be praised for his 
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looks, or his possessions; for no credit is 
due to him on their account. But for 
whatever he says or does well, and for 
all his right enduring or right resisting, 
he deserves praise, and he ought to have 
it. It cannot harm him to receive it. It 
is wrong to deny it to him. Children 
who deserved well, and whose parents 
and friends knew it to be so, have 
actually put an end to their lives in 
heavyhearted despair, when the with- 
held words of praise to which they were 
fairly entitled would have saved and 
cheered them to lives of courage and 
usefulness. And little hearts are aching 
on every side today from lack of the 
praises that their brave struggles have 
merited, but which a mistaken sense of 
duty, er a culpable neglect of the chil- 
dren’s needs, have caused their parents 
or teachers to deny them. 

Parents need praise from their chil- 
dren; and they ought to have it. It does 
the children good to recognize their par- 
ents’ value, and to express it; and it 
does the loving parents good to receive 
their children’s praises. So all through 
the family. The Bible says of the good 
wife and mother: “Her children arise 
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up, and call her blessed; her husband 
also, and he praiseth her.” . Of course 
he does. His words of praise are not 
stinted.. “Many daughters have done T 
virtuously,” he says; “but thou excellest 
them all.” When a man has the best 
wife in the world, he ought to tell her 
so. There is no danger of his telling her 

so too frequently. And if she has a hus- 

band worth praising,’it is a wife’s duty 


to praise him. Failing there, she is g Bi 
far an unfaithful wife. pa 
Servants also ought to have all the of 


praise they deserve. Keeping back a He 
servant’s deserts of praise is as truly 


blameworthy as keeping back a sery- th 
ant’s wages. And housekeepers who ho 
treat their servants best in this particu- col 
lar fare best in the service given them. fre 
Mistresses who are readiest to give of 
praise freely and fairly to their serv- Go 
ants have servants most deserving of ’ 
praise. What if the servants do nothing na 
more than their duty? They deserve tio: 
credit for doing that. How much more fou 
than that did anybody ever do? The loo 
milkman, the grocer, the butcher, the doc 


dressmaker, the tailor, the shoemaker, to 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


How Discern True Witnesses? 


Could you discuss in this column 
the matter of discerning between ‘a 
true witness for Christ and a false 
witness in the light of the theatrical 
manner in which Christ is today be- 
ing presented? I am not referring to 
Hollywood movies on Biblical themes, 
but rather to those who are in the 
spiritual show business. 

I have occasionally attended the 
rallies of the Youth for Christ move- 
ment in four different states. Recently 
I attended one in the town where I 
live at present. The claim of Christ 
is presented in the manner of a spir- 
itual show. . . . All this is followed by 
an invitation to sinners to accept 
Christ as personal Saviour. 

First John 4:1-3 admonishes us. to 
“try the spirits” and tells us which 
one “is of God.” Is it then just a mat- 
ter of getting used to the modern 
way of presenting our blessed Lord, 
or is this just one arm of flesh which 
is succeeding in giving glamorous spir- 
itual entertainment to those who tes- 
tify to be followers of Jesus?—A North 
Dakota reader. 


It is not always possible to distinguish 
true and false witnesses for Christ, as 
each case has to be studied. It is clear 
that some are false witnesses, and that 
some are true witnesses, but there will 
always be borderline cases. 

The text mentioned by the reader is 
this: “Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God: and every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that 
it should come; and even now already 
is it in the world” (1 John 4:2, 3). If the 
correspondent applied this to the Youth 
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for Christ leaders, whom she describes in 
at some length, she would undoubtedly pro 
find that they do “confess that Jesus glo 
Christ is come in the flesh”—that is, i 
uj 


they believe and preach that Christ is 
truly the unique Son of God and the T 

















Saviour. They may do and say some was 
things that are displeasing to God and erng 
annoying to His people, but this does and 
not prove that they are on the Devil's 38:9 
side. It may show the weaknesses, fail- coul 
ings, and limitations of human beings, all. 
yet in spite of these God does bless behi 
their preaching of the truth to the sav- only 
ing of souls. It is not necessary for this the 
reader or anyone else to get used to Stoo 
things of which they disapprove, unless the 
they finally come to see that they are of cove 
so little importance that they are not this 
worth troubling about. If the reader dis- den 
approves of certain things, conscien- (Ex 
tiously befere God, she has a perfect 
right to say so; and at the same time§ A T 
she ought to give reasons for her opil- Th 
ions and support them with Scripture It sig 
wherever possible. On the other hand § essar 
unless we find teaching in the Scripture with 
that is definitely against that whid# of c 
,neomeone else does, we must be cautious may 
arth: OUr judgment and remember that we eous, 
rell to Mt even required to judge in every God’ 
?ure rete we must leave some things 2 Jesus 
’ the rands, even though we cannot ex he is 
Pass- As tl 
There is no question that the leader tiviti 
of the Youth for Christ movemett§ Chris 
preach the true Gospel; and very The « 
likely the local leaders do also, though— that 
what some individuals do and say heft throu 
and there may not always be reverett# burnt 
or in good taste and may offend the set of the 
sibilities of older Christians who havé Un! 
had more experience and are better it 









structed in the Word. 
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The Last Veil Between Us and God 


Typical: teaching in the Tabernacle and the clouds 


the wilderness contains some of 

the most profound téaching in the 
Bible. Every piece of furniture, every 
part of the tent, every activity is a type 
of the person or work of Christ, the 
Holy Spirit, or the Church. Let us con- 
sider the typology of just one phase of 
the high priest’s work in the holy of 
holies and its typical meaning. Let us 
consider the veil that hid God’s face 
from him, even while he was in the act 
of sprinkling the blood of the animal on 
God’s throne, the mercy seat. 

The veils and curtains of the Taber- 
nacle were a type of the state of separa- 
tion between God and man. There were 
four veils that prevented man from 
looking upon God. The hanging at the 
door of the tent is not usually considered 
to be a veil, but inasmuch as it did 
separate the Holy Place from the court, 
it is a type of separation that we shall 
explain later. There is yet now one 
other veil that separates, the one veil 
that even the high priest never pene- 
trated in his ministry on the Day of 
Atonement. The four veils, in the order 
in which they are penetrated, show the 
progressive journey of man from sin to 
glory. Let us consider each of these 
veils in order and then find the lesson 
taught by the last veil. 


The first of these separating curtains 
was a linen fence around the entire Tab- 
ernacle, 100 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, 
and 5 cubits high, described in Exodus 
38:9-17. It hid the activities inside the 
court and Tabernacle from the eyes of 
all. Only the priests were permitted 
behind the fence; the Israelites came 
only to the opening in the east side of 
the fence, called the gate. At the gate 
stood the altar of burnt offering, where 
the animals were slaughtered for the 
covering of the sins of the people. From 
this altar, the Tabernacle was still hid- 
den by the beautiful hanging of the gate 
(Exod. 38:18). 


T's typology of the Tabernacle in 


A Type of Christ’s Sinlessness 

The typology of the fence is obvious. 
It signifies the righteousness that is nec- 
essary if the sinner is to have fellowship 
with God. It is the personal sinlessness 
of Christ, seen in John 8:46. A man 
may persuade himself that he is right- 
eous, until he compares himself with 
God’s standard, the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ. Then he sees himself as 
he is, lost, unclean, undone (Isa. 6:3-5). 
As the fence separated all from the ac- 
tivities in the court, so the holiness of 
Christ separates sinners from the saved. 
The only way through the fence toward 
that desired fellowship with God was 
through the gate, by way of the altar of 
burnt offering. This is a perfect picture 
of the way of salvation. 


Unlike the Israelite, the sinner be- 
Comes a priest when he offers the body 


Jesus, these eyes have never seen 
That radiant form of Thine; 
The veil of sense hangs dark be- 
tween 
Thy blessed face and mine. 


Yet though I have not seen, and still 
Must rest in faith alone; 
I love Thee, dearest Lord, and will, 
Unseen, but not unknown. 
—The Rev. Ray Palmer, 1858 








and blood of Christ for his sins, and 
then he has access to the Tabernacle, 
and he accepts the duties of ministering 
in it. 

Moving toward the throne of God in 
the most holy place, the next curtain 
was at the front of the tent itself. As 
stated before, it was never called a veil, 
but it formed the front of the tent and 
kept the light of nature out of the holy 
place, so that the only light was the 
light from the lamps on the candlestick. 
The priests in the court ministered by the 
light of nature; those in the holy place 
by the light of the burning oil, a type 
of the Holy Spirit. The duties of the 
priests could afford hours of profitable 
study, so deep and wonderful are their 
meaning, but it is sufficient to say that 
the duties of a priest, whether of the 
old .or new dispensation, are to keep 
the lamps trimmed and burning, to keep 
the bread fresh, and to keep the incense 
burning. 


The Veil of Incense ” 

Moving on toward perfect communion 
with God, the next veil was the beauti- 
ful inner veil that separated the holy 
place from the holy of holies. Bible 
students are acquainted with the teach- 
ing of the typology of this curtain. 

The last veil that hid the form of God 
was the cloud of incense from the censer 
of glowing coals which was carried by 
the high priest. This cloud is described 
in Leviticus 16:13, “And he shall put 
the incense upon tthe fire before the 
Lord, that the cloud of the incense may 
cover.the mercy'seat that is upon the 
testimony, that he die not.” This cloud 
was a kind of veil, and typifies the veil 
that still separates God from His people 
on earth. 

Let us now consider the areas sepa- 
rated by the four veils. We see that 
there are five separate areas of activity 
in and about the Tabernacle correspond- 
ing to five experiences of degrees of 
fellowship with God. The area outside 
the fence signifies those who are out of 
Christ, the lost. Inside the fence are 


those who have been saved at the altar, 
a type of the cross. In the first room of 
the Tabernacle, called the holy place, 
we find those who have washed at the 
laver. To pause one moment to consider 
this distinction: these are disciples, in 
distinction from those who are merely 


By THOMAS H. HUBBARD 


believers who are content to stop at be- 
ing just that. They have believed, but 
they are without spiritual growth or ma- 
turity. ‘ 

In considering the typology of the 
holy place, there is a definite body of 
truth in the Scriptures that is for the 
disciple, and not for the mere professor 
(Matt. 10:16-30). When these promises 
and blessings are taken by the professor 
for himself, he finds himself unable to 
apply them. Without doubt, the work 
of the Church is carried on by a faith- 
ful few, not by the great bulk of church 
members. These are disciples who fol- 
low the Lord Jesus closely, not afar off. 
The nominal Christian may have been 
to the altar, but he has not been to the 
laver of dedication. He has not yet seen 
the inside of the Tabernacle—the gold, 
the fine linen, the soft light of the 
golden lamps; nor smelled the sweet 
odor of the incense, nor tasted the fresh 
bread—food from God’s table. 


The Veil That Was Rent 

Through the next veil, into the holy 
of holies, the place of God's presence, 
went only the high priest. This veil 
that existed in the days of Aaron’s sons 
was torn from top to bottom when the 
Lord Jesus died, signifying that the way 
into the holiest was now opened. He- 
brews 10:20 gives us the definite state- 
ment that this veil signified Jesus’ flesh. 
This passage, verses 19 to 23, calls upon 
the wavering, and those who are holding 
back, to enter into the highest degree 
of fellowship possible to a child of God 
in the flesh, positionally seated in Christ 
in the heavenlies, at the right hand of 
God. 

But this is not yet perfect fellowship 
with God. There is yet one veil to be 
removed. This is typified by the cloud 
of incense. As the high priest sprinkled 
blood on the mercy seat, though he were 
within the veil, he could not see God. 
So it is with those in Christ. Though 
positionally at God’s throne, physically 
they are still separated by the cloud 
that separates the natural from the 
spiritual. As the clouds’ separate 
Heaven from earth, so there is a cloud 
between God and man, man’s inability 
perfectly to understand spiritual things. 
It is this cloud that caused Paul to say, 
“Now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to, face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know even as also 
I am known” (1 Cor. 13:12). The ne- 
cessity for the cloud is that “flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom’ of 
God” (1 Cor. 15:50). To see Him, we 
must be changed from corruptible to 
incorruptible. 

Clouds in the Bible are a type of 
separation. They are spoken of in sev- 
eral ways, but always in the sense of a 
veil. For instance, Isaiah 44:22 says that 
God promised to blot out “as a cloud” 
the sins of Israel. Ezekiel 34:12 calls 
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the time in which Israel has been scat- 
tered a “cloudy and dark day.” 

The Lord spoke to Israel from the 
thick cloud at Mount Sinai (Exod. 19:9; 
20:21). They heard His voice but did 
not see Him. Throughout the Old Tes- 
tament, God never appeared to the peo- 
ple, but always spoke from a cloud (Psa. 
97:2). 

Note especially ‘this one fact: that 
wherever the glory of God is seen, those 
who saw went into the cloud. This is 
seen in the cloud that overshadowed 
Jesus at His transfiguration. Only the 
three disciples saw His glory, because 
they also were in the cloud (Luke 9:34). 
The others did not see Him. 

We see the fact also in the cloud from 
which God spoke to the' people from 
Mount Sinai. Moses saw the glory of 
the Lord, for he went into the cloud and 
spoke to God face to face (Exod. 19: 16- 
20; 24:18; 34:33-35). When he returned 
to the people he veiled the glory on his 
face, for the people could not look upon 
him. 


ll. Power Is Given 
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Our High Priest, the Lord Jesus, when 
He presented His own blood at the 
throne of God for our sin offering, not 
only went through the veil into the holy 
of holies, but through the cloud. When 
He arose into Heaven, “a cloud” received 
Him from sight. When He returns for 
His Church, He will appear again “in 
the clouds.” He will call us up to Him- 
self “in the clouds.” Then we shall be 
changed to our eternal state, and faith 
shall turn to sight beyond that cloud. 
For here we walk by faith, waiting for 
the day we may see Him. * Although 
death (or translation) is necessary to 
accomplish this, the cloud is definitely 
not a type of death. It is a type of 
separation now, while we live. Death 
for the Christian is not separation from 
God, but through death we are united 
with Him. Death takes us through the 
cloud into His presence, for the cloud 
was formed by incense on the coals in 
the golden censer. We shall see Him in 
all His glory, beyond that last veil. 
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With Responsibility 


And we can be cheerful Christians 
By MERRILL F. UNGER, Th.D., Ph.D. 


OD gives talents to be used for 

His glory. He gives strength to 

bear burdens, strong shoulders to 
lift leads, willing hearts to embrace a 
world in need. 


IV.. OnE Must SHOULDER RESPONSIBILITY 

God clothes with the Holy Spirit those 
who seize the opportunities they have 
for witness and service and who will- 
ingly shoulder the responsibilities that 
come their way in the will of God. 

How many children of God turn 
away from responsibility and thereby 
confine themselves to a cramped and 
circumscribed existence! Happy are they 
who gladly assume responsibilities in 
the will of God, and find their lives ex- 
panding and ever increasing in an out- 
reach of blessing! They discover larger 
and larger doors of opportunity open- 
ing to them and experience the thrill of 
being able to do a thousand things they 
thought they could not do. 

Development by responsibility is of- 
ten just short of the miraculous. Give a 
child a challenge to face, problems to 
solve, responsibilities to assume and 
watch his personal power grow by leaps 
and bounds. 

A woman accustomed to look to her 
husband for everything is suddenly 
widowed. Apparently a shy, timid soul, 
lacking in power, personality, and initi- 
ative, overnight she develops into a 
competent businesswoman of strength 
and charm, respected and looked up to 
by her late husband’s associates. She has 
unwittingly put herself in the path of 
power because she has been thrust into 
responsibility. 

There-is often a pressing urgency 
about assuming responsibility. The poet 





felt this when he wrote the following 
lines, entitled “Now”: 
If you have hard work to do, 
it now. 
Today the skies are clear and blue, 
Tomorrow clouds may come view, 


Yesterday is not for you; 
Do it now. 


If you + @ song to sing, 


now. 
Let the note of gladness ring, 
birds in spring, 


Clear as song o 
Let Rag 4 day some music bring; 
now. 


If you have kind words to say, 
. them now. 

‘omorrow may not come your way, 
Do a kindness while you any, 4 
Loved ones will not always stay; 

Say them now. 


V. One Must Have Courace 


The manifestation of God’s wondrous 
power in the life of the consecrated 
servant of Christ will not go unchal- 
lenged by the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil. Every useful life is subject to 
discouragement at some time or other. 
If Satan cannot make us proud and 
self-satisfied over success, he will bend 
every effort to get us discouraged over 
defeats. 

ee a however, is distrust- 
ing God, and is, accordingly, a sin. A 
servant of God in whom the power of 
God is working is accomplishing things 
for God, and is for that reason subject 
to limitless opposition and difficulty. 
Victories are not won without a battle. 
A noble work for God is not accom- 
plished without obstacles and difficul- 
ties in the way. 

When God gave Joshua his great com- 
mission to lead the Children of Israel 
into the land, His words were: “Only 
be thou strong and very courageous” 
(Josh. 1:7). God’s word to His servants 
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is always, “Quit you like men, be 
strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). 

It takes courage to be out-and-out for 
God. God, however, is then free to 
make all grace abound toward us and 
manifest in us the “effectual working of 
his power” (Eph. 3:7). 

Before my window is a_ beautiful 
green branch of a tree now in full leafy 
loveliness. Not many weeks ago that 
same branch’ was leafless in wintry cold 
and so loaded with ice that it seemed 
certain it must break. But it did not 
break under its tremendous burden, 
Today it is a thing of entrancing charm, 
furnishing nesting places and choir loft 
for cheery summer songsters. 

Many of Christ’s workers are like the 
branch freighted with an ice cloak. 
Their sorrows, like an unbearable bur- 
den, weigh them down. How to keep 
from breaking seems to be the vital 
question. But all such tried servants 
need to remember that “the Lord hath 
his way in the whirlwind and in the 
storm, and the clouds are the dust of his 
feet” (Nah. 1:3). 

He who holds the universe in His 
hand and weighs the mountains in a bal- 
ance will sustain His own and bring 
them through each trial. Today the 
birds are singing in the once ice-covered 
branch that did not break. Courage in 
the hour of stress brings the manifesta- 
tion of God’s blessing and power. 


VI. One Must BE CHARACTERIZED BY 
Goop CHEER 

Scarcely anything is more essential to 
success in service for God than health- 
ful radiance and buoyant hopefulness. 
Such good cheer is the natural product 
of a vital faith in God. It is as far re- 
moved from an empty optimism not 
grounded in the grace of God and the 
promises of His Word as night is from 
day. 

Good cheer that is genuine is a prod- 
uct of the Holy Spirit. One of its chief 
ingredients is an expansive joy that 
radiates into every aspect and circum- 
stance of life. It scatters sunshine and 
can smile in the dark night of trial 

However, it is not a chimera of the 
imagination or only wishful think- 
ing. Nor is it mere make-believe or 
clever acting. Nor yet a psychological 
state of mind. It is a reality, because to 
good cheer God is real and offers pres- 
ent help as well as future promises that 
can be relied upon. 

The Apostle Paul is a splendid exam- 
ple of genuine good cheer. In the gruel- 
ing experience of the terrific two-week 
storm in the Mediterranean Sea on his 
way to Rome, he was able to exhort 
others to be of good cheer in that des- 
perate experience because he himself 
had had personal contact with the Source 
of good cheer. 

In the midst of the awful tempest, the 
apostle could give real hope because he 
had dealings with the God of all hope: 
“And now I exhort you to be of good 
cheer: for there shall be no loss of any 
man’s life among you, but of the ship. 
For there stood by me this night the an- 
gel of God, whose I; am, and whom ! 

(Continued on page 594) 











BOSSSs"Sb SF PTEB FT Ty 


tod: 






, to 
th- 


uct 


not 


el- 





| lesson for August 24 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





HE Devil Real in Africa—A most 

amazing testimony to the. reality 

of the Devil has recently been 
heard in London. Canon John Sepeku, 
an African priest, who has a large par- 
ish in the Diocese of Zanzibar, speaking 
before the assembly of bishops at the 
Royal Albert Hall said to his 6,000 lis- 
teners: 

“My friends, I am telling you with all 
my heart that this is the time of the 
greatest danger. Our enemy the Devil 
is more busy and more angry than he 
was at the time when David Living- 
stone came to Africa, because he has 
been driven from his kingdom. Now 
he is preparing dangerous weapons. 
One of the Devil’s weapons is money— 
and big salaries which are being paid 
today. This is something new; and 
money is loved by all Africans. But 
many use it badly for the destruction of 
their souls. The Devil also uses the 
rising cost of living for his own ends. 
Even peasant people, who grow their 
own food, find life very difficult. 

“Communism also is approaching 
from the north towards the infant 
Church.” 


Alcohol in Europe.—It has just been 
reported that in West Germany during 
1957 the increase of the sale and the 
consumption of alcoholic beverages was 
6% per cent higher than the previous 
year, and that the West Germans, the 
most prosperous nation in Europe to- 
day, spent, last year, two billion dollars 
on alcoholic beverages. In France, 
however, which has been said to be fac- 
ing possible bankruptcy, practically 
eight billion dollars was spent on alco- 
holic beverages last year. 


Protestants in France.—I would like 
to quote here three paragraphs regard- 
ing the condition of Protestants in 
France, appearing in the Life of Faith 
for June 5, 1958: 

“The wide Paris area presents a some- 
what different picture. The old Re- 
formed Church has been there entirely 
stamped out and practically nothing re- 


mains of it, but since the. beginning of 


the nineteenth century millions of new- 
comers have been attracted by the fast 
growing city and its outskirts, and have 
Settled there. These people came from 
all parts of France, and among them a 
large number from the South and the 
East, from Reformed and Lutheran 
churches. 

“Thus, in looking at a map showing 
the Protestant population of France, 
one sees a few dark ‘patches’ the limits 
of which are well marked: two or three 
in the Southeast, one in the West, one 
in the East; and one in gnd around 
Paris. It is difficult to have any statis- 


tics up to date, but there seems to be 
around 300,000 members of the Lutheran 
and 500,000 members of the Reformed 
a large proportion 


churches, but alas! 


of these nominal Protestants never go 
to church and their religion is shown 
mainly by their political feelings: they 
always vote ‘against Rome’ for the ‘red’ 
candidate. Too frequently, if a stran- 


ger attends a Sunday morning service: 


in one of the Protestant villages of the 
South, he will find in a dusty and often 
almost ruined chapel a few women and 
some children listening to a tired min- 
ister who has to preach in several 
places the same day. This is not the 
case in the towns, or where the church 
is the fruit of missionary efforts, but it 
is true that the churchgoers represent 
only a minority among the Protestants. 
“There are about 250 Lutheran and 
700 Reformed ministers, trained in four 
theological Seminaries: Strasbourg (the 
only one owned by the State), Paris, 
Montpellier and Aix-en-Provence.” 


The Back to the Bible Radio Broad- 
cast has been carried on now for some 
years by the Rev. Theodore Epp, from 
Lincoln, Nebr. Beginning in 1939 for 
more than 18 years, and for six days 
out of each week this program has been 
bringing the message of hope to the 
world and around the world. It can be 
heard over 90 per cent of the globe, and 
during at least 22 hours out of every 24 
hours of the day. It is released 1,100 
times each week from some 200 stations 
in the United States, Canada, South 
America, Australia, the Far East, Eu- 
rope, and Africa. According to the last 
statistics in 1956 they had received close 
to 800,000 pieces of mail. 


Jews in Israel—In a most interest- 
ing book entitled “The Exiled and the 
Redeemed,” by nofless person than the 
President of Israel himself, Mr. Itzhak 
Ben-Zvi are some amazing statistics: 

“Ninety per cent of.the Bulgarian 
Jews, Sephardim who belonged to Turk- 
ish Jewry, are now in Israel; of the 
Turkish Jews 43 per cent; of the Yemeni 
Jews practically all are in Israel. From 
Iraq have come 125,000. The Jews of 
Iran are moving in fast, along with our 
brothers from Afghanistan, Egypt, and 
North Africa. There are still over a 
million Jews in Mediterranean lands 
who desire to return to Israel.” 


Ministers’ Salaries.—While it has been 
widely publicized in our newspapers, I 
still think the item deserves a place in 
these columns. It has just been an- 
nounced as the result of a survey by 
the Department of the Church and Eco- 
nomic Life of the National Council of 
Churches, “that the average salaries of 
Protestant ministers in the U. S. now 
total $4,432 annually for a 60 to 80 hour 
work week.” 

New England ministers are the lowest 
paid of the Protestant clergy—according 
to this record—receiving $4,018 per year. 
This is $400 less than the national aver- 
age and $360 less than is paid anywhere 
in the South. The Southwest States 
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pay the highest compensation, $4,911, 
which I would judge includes the very 
prosperous State of California. Some 
pastors receive pitiful salaries, such as 
one in Georgia, whose salary is $2,400 
and who averages 32,000 miles a year 
over dirt roads on a circuit of five 
churches. He spends $1,600 a year on 
his car alone, with no travel allowance. 


Army Personnel at Lourdes.—On June 
14-16, the chief of Army Chaplains, Ma- 
jor General Patrick J. Ryan led a group 
of American servicemen to Lourdes, 
France, “as part of the largest pilgrim- 
age to be made to the world-famous 
Shrine of OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
this year.” ‘ 

“Thousands of American soldiers, 
sailors and airmen and their dependents 
will join with Chaplain Ryan in an in- 
ternational military pilgrimage which 
will bring a total of 35,000 Catholic serv- 
icemen and their dependents to the 
Lourdes shrine. On Sunday, June 15, 
Chaplain Ryan will give the sermon at 
a High Mass at Lourdes and the entire . 
ceremony will be televised throughout 
Europe.” 

I am quoting an announcement of the 
Department of the Army, Office of the 
Chief of Chaplains, release number 336. 


Denominational Missionary Decrease. 
—A recent issue of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal reports that in 1925 
the Presbyterian Church U.S., had 457,- 
0983 members and 527 missionaries, but 
in 1958 the report shows 829,675 mem- 
bers but only 509 missionaries. This 
whole subject of missionaries with our 
great denominations I find deserves 
very careful statistical investigation. 
Our denominations while growing in 
numbers and wealth are decreasing the 
number of missionaries they are sup- 
porting, while the great faith mission 
groups, the Sudan Interior, North Africa 
Mission, etc., which have shown such 
tremendous growth in the last 30 years, 
seem to be carrying more and more of 
the load of evangelism in these last 
days. 

The Survey Bulletin for November 
25, 1957, states that in 17 years the 
world has gained 25 independent na- 
tions which contain about half of the 
world’s population. This makes a total 
of 103 countries and a population rap- 
idly approaching 3 billion. 


Liquor Advertising Refused—At the 
present time in our country there are 
over 200 family and professional mag- 
azines that refuse all alcoholic beverage 
advertising, with a total circulation of 
over 99 million. Of these, 17 have a 
circulation of over one million, among 
which are: the Saturday Evening Post, 
the Ladies Home Journal, the National 
Geographic Magazine, Scientific Amer- 
ican, Reader's Digest, Good Housekeep- 
ing, Popular Mechanics, Better Homes 
and Gardens, etc. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. AUGUST 24. JUSTICE AMONG NATIONS 


Isaiah 30:1-5, 15-18; 31:1-3; Micah 4:1-7; Malachi 2:10; Acts 10:1-35; Ephesians 2:13 to 3:21; printed 
text, Micah 4:1-7; Acts 10:34, 35; Ephesians 2:13-16 


Golden Text.—Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 


saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations 
shall come and worship before thee; for thy.judgments are made manifest.—Rev. 15:3, 4 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 


Mic. 4:1 But in the last days it shall come to pass, that 
the mountain of the house of the Lorp shall be established in 


the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the 


hills; and people shall flow unto it. 

2 And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lorp, and to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the 
word of the Lorkp from Jerusalem. 

3 And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall 
not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more. : 

4 But they shall sit every man under his vine and under 
his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth 
of the Lorp of hosts hath spoken it. 

5 For all people will walk every one in the name of his 
god, and we will walk in the name of the Lorp our God for 
ever and ever. : 

6 In that day, saith the Lorp, will I assemble her that halt- 


eth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that 
I have afflicted; 

7 And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that 
was cast far off a strong nation: and the Lorp shall reign over 
them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever. 


Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him. 


Eph. 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes -were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body 
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE world has. witnessed little en- 
during justice among nations. In- 
ternational conflict has been the 
result.. The reason is given in the Word 
of God. “From whence come wars and 
fightings among you? come they not 
hence, even of your lusts... ?” (Jas. 4:1.) 

When “the house of the Lord” is cen- 
tral in national life, justice follows. 
(Note the connection between Mic. 4:1, 
3.) Peace and prosperity result. When 
the. worship and Word of God are ex- 
alted in national life the blessings of 
righteousness prevail. “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord” (Psa. 33: 
12). But when men profane or neglect 
His sanctuary and reject His Word, in- 
justice and its dreary wake of evil fol- 
low. 

The Gospel of Christ is the supreme 
healer of international schism, the 
greatest promoter of understanding, and 
the only source of justice and peace. 
The partition wall between Jews and 
Gentiles was about as high, thick, and 
impenetrable as any international bar- 
rier could be. Yet the Gospel demol- 
ished it. The blood of Calvary unites 
the most diverse and even hostile peo- 
ples. The “one world” for which we long 
is not a political unit but a spiritual 
union in Christ. 

International justice is as yet an im- 
perfectly realized ideal. But some day 
injustices will disappear, wrong will be 





s x x x 


righted, lethal armaments will be de- 
stroyed and prosperity will reign. Jesus 
Christ, “the prince of the kings of the 
earth” (Rev. 1:5), will return to the 
earth “in the last days” (Mic. 4:1). He 
will inaugurate a kingdom of righteous- 
ness, justice, and peace. Micah foresaw 
this glad day (cf. Mic. 4:1-7). Believers 
through the years will share in the gov- 
ernment of their onca@jrejected but then 
reigning Lord (cf. 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5: 
10). 


Verse by Verse 

Mic. 4:1.—“. . . in the last days .. . the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall 
be established . . . it shall be exalted 
...” Compare verses 1 and 2 with 
Isaiah 2:2, 3. The Holy Spirit revealed 
to both these mighty prophets a central 
truth concerning “the latter days” 
(A.S.V.) “Mountain” suggests promi- 
nence; “at the head” (A.S.V., marg.) of 
the mountains signifies pre-eminence. 
The Lord’s house will be central, su- 
preme, and politically magnetic. 


Verse 2—“. . . many nations shall 
come ... he will teach us... we will 
walk in his paths ... the law shall go 
forth of Zion, and the word .. .” Jeru- 
salem will become a center of divine ed- 
ucation, jurisprudence, and revelation. 
Nations will recognize their inability to 








Dr. Woodbridge has ee printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies 0: the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 


a descriptive folder to'Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. ; 


solve their own problems and will turn 
to God for authoritative instruction. 


Verse 3.—“ ... he shall judge among 
many people, and rebuke . . . swords 
into plowshares .. . neither shall they 
learn war any more.” Justice will be 
meted out to all and the guilty will be 
disciplined. (Note the reversal of Joel 
3:10.) When the Word and Law of God 
are proclaimed and upheld, justice and 
enduring peace follow. 


Verse 4—“. . . they shall sit every 
man under his vine and ... fig tree... 
none shall make them afraid .. .” To sit 
implies rest, security, and poise. Vine 
and fig tree represent adequate pro- 
vision. Marauding raiders will disap- 
pear. Property will be safe. Fear, 
which now stalks the earth and keeps 
nations and individuals in bondage, will 
be banished. 


Verse 5.—“. .. all people... walk... 
in the name of his god .. . we will walk 
in the name of the Lord .. .” Better, “all 


the peoples walk every one in the name 
of his god” (A.S.V.). This is a sad de- 
piction of idolatry and superstition. To 
“walk” is to act, to conduct oneself. A 
sharp contrast is drawn between the 
loyalty of pagans to their powerless 
deities and the dedicated lives of wor- 
shipers of the living God. 

Verse 6.—“In that day, saith the Lord, 


will I assemble her that halteth, and I 
will gather her . . .” Those who “halt” 


are the lame; “driven. away” (A.S.V.) is 
the correct translation of “driven out.” 
God has permitted affliction. But in the 
latter days a thrilling reunion will take 
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place of weak, banished, and oppressed 
peoples who have turned to the Lord. 

Verse 7.—*“. . . I will make her that 
halted a remnant ...a strong nation... 
the Lord shall reign over thenvin mount 
Zion...” The future dominion of the 
Lord in Jerusalem is here clearly seen. 
The remnant of Israel, turning to their 
Messiah at His coming in glory, will oc- 
cupy a pivotal position in His regime. 
Study Romans 11: 26-29. 

Acts 10:34.—“Then Peter... said... 
God is no respecter of persons.” God 
shows no favoritism. Peter had long 
known this (cf. Deut. 10:17). But in 
Cornelius’s case he witnessed the appli- 
cation of the principle (cf. Matt. 22:16; 
Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9). 

Verse 35.—“, . . in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted ...” “Acceptable” is the 
word. Not Jews only, but Gentiles, too, 
are candidates for salvation. No one is 
automatically excluded on _ national 
grounds from the benefits of redemp- 
tion. Peter is not inferring that accept- 
ability depends on one’s righteousness. 
He simply insists that men of all cul- 
tures may hear the good news and be 
saved. / 

Eph. 2:13.—“. . . now in Christ Jesus 
ye who... were far off .. . made nigh 
by the blood of Christ.” “In the blood 
of Christ” is more accurate. The ideas 
of initial alienation and present recon- 
ciliation are both here. Gentiles were 
indeed “far off” (cf. Isa. 57:19; Eph. 2: 
17). By the cleansing, redeeming blood 
of the Saviour they were united with 
both God and fellow-believing Jews. 
Atonement is the basis of union. 


Verse 14—“. . . he is our peace... 
made both one .. . broken down the 
middle wall of partition .. .” Materi- 
ally, a wall separated the court of the 
Gentiles from the Jewish temple proper. 
An ancient stone from this wall has 
been found, engraven with a death 
warning against Gentile intruders. Spir- 
itually, the wall of demarcation con- 
sisted of rites, ordinances —all that sep- 
arated Jew from Gentile. Christ’s death 
demolished the wall, brought union and 


hence peace to believers of both 
groups. 

Verse 15.—“ .. . abolished in his flesh 
the enmity . . . to make in himself of 


twain one new man, so making peace.” 
Jewish laws and decrees, the formal cer- 
emonialism of Israel, were stones in the 
dividing wall (cf. Col. 2:14) that per- 
Petuated the “enmity” of misunder- 
Standing, suspicion, and hatred. Calvary 
obliterated the differences. 


Verse 16—“That he might reconcile 


»both unto God in one body . . . having 


slain the enmity . . .” When the Son of 
God was put to death, hostilities that 
Separate man from God and man from 
his neighbor were abolished. The 
“body” is the true church, composed of 
believers of all nations. The proclama- 
tion of redeeming love is the “ministry 
of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18). . 


The Heart of the Lesson 


No one people has a monopoly on the 
Privileges God has bestowed upon men, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


7. August 17.—Justice to Minorities. 
Leviticus 19:33-37; Deuteronomy 
23:7, 8; 24:14, 15; Matthew 9: 
9-13; John 4:7-9, 39-41; Galatians 
8 :26-28 
Next Week’s Lesson 


9. August 31.—Temperance and Social 
Justice (Temperance). Proverbs 
23:29-35; Daniel 1:1-20; Habak- 

kuk 2:9-16; Romans 13:11 to 14:23 








including the right to be treated fairly 
and honorably. Peter had to learn the 
lesson that God is no respecter of per- 
sons. He was shocked when he dis- 
covered that even despised Gentiles are 
included: in God’s redemptive plan (cf. 
Acts 10:34, 35). Moreover, when he re- 
turned to Jerusalem from Cornelius’s 
home, he had a job on his hands to ex- 
plain to the church leaders that God 
was concerned about the rest of the 
world as well as about the Jews (cf. 
Acts 11:1-18). 

Greed, envy, and fear are the basic 
hindrances to international justice. 
Their cause is the innate selfishness of 
the human heart. Until this ultimate 
cause is dealt with, inequities will 
abound. Treaties and pacts may be use- 
ful as temporary expedients. A poten- 
tially hot war may remain cold if 
surface remedies are applied, but perma- 
nent justice and durable peace depend 
upon the cure of the deep, pervasive 
malady of self-interest and sin. 

Enter: the Gospel of the grace of 
God. It alone is able to break down 
middle walls of partition, first between 
sinful man and God, and then between 
sinful men and: their equally sinful 
neighbors. On the cross the Lord Jesus 
eliminated the barriers that had sep- 
arated Jews from Gentiles. He made 
both one “new man” (Eph. 2:15), unit- 
ing believers of both categories in the 
one family of God. Thenceforth Gentiles 
were not to boast against Jews (cf. Rom. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
HAT other prophet predicted, in 
words similar to Micah’s, the bless- 
ings of Christ’s coming reign; and where 
is his prophecy found? 
2. What does the Bible tell us is the 
source of war? 
3. What “wall of partition” 
Jews from Gentiles? 
4. How is Christ’s reconciling -work 
twofold? 
5. Who are the “far off” 
“nigh” of Ephesians 2:13, 17? 
6. Where are we taught that Christ 
will return to this earth to reign? 
7. In what era of history was Micah’s 
prophecy to be fulfilled? 
8. Why is internatiorfl justice not 
fully realized now? 
9. What do the “vine” and “fig tree” of 
Micah 4:4 suggest? * 
10. Men slew Christ; what else was 
“slain” on Calvary? 


(Answers on page 593) 
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11:18); nor were Jews to despise the 
Gentiles. 

The problem of international fair 
dealing is primarily theological and sec- 
ondarily political What the nations 
need is not more force or intimidation, 
but more proclamation of the “word of 
reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:19). For a tim- 
orous world to stake its hope of world 
justice and peace upon political alli- 
ances, and then to leave Almighty God 
out of its deliberations entirely, is the 
acme of stupidity. A troubled globe 
needs to learn that the amount and 
quality of justice it may expect depends 
precisely upon the priority the nations 
give to the Gospel of God. 

Justice among nations will some day 
be a glad and fruitful reality when the 
Son of God, “King of kings, and Lord of 
lords” (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 19:16) arrives 
in splendor to inaugurate His Kingdom 
“in the last days” (Mic. 4:1). Toward 
that time of international rest and har- 
mony God’s people look forward with 
joy. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Candidates for international justice 
(Acts 10:34, 35) 

2. Barriers to international justice (Eph. 


2: 14) 

3. Prerequisite to international. justice 
(vv. 15, 16) 

4. Realization of international justice 
(Mic. 4: 1-7) 


Topics for Development 

The Eternal Triangle. Justice is at- 
tainable in all areas of life only as the 
triangular principle is recognized and 
observed. The principle is eternal be- 
cause it is in God’s everlasting plan. It 
is a triangle because it involves three 
parties. In marital relationships: the 
man, the woman, and God. In home re- 
lationships: parents, children, and God. 
In industrial relationships: employers, 
employees, and God. In international 
relationships: nation, nation, and God. 

Only as the nations recognize the sov- 
ereign will of God will their reciprocal 
relationships reflect that will. To fail to 
give God pre-eminence spells spiritual 
disaster and international injustice and 
discord. 


The ministry of reconciliation. Ephe- 
sians 2:13-16 is a classic, See it in the 
light of 2 Corinthians 5/18. By nature 
man is estranged in two directions, from 
God and man. No wonder injustice and 
despair flourish. 

The work of the Lord Jesus on the 
cross solves the problem of this twofold 
alienation. First, it reconciles sinners to 
God (cf. Eph. 2:16). The Holy Spirit 
uses the Gospel of redemption to woo 
erring men back into fellowship with 
the loving Father. Once “far off,” they 
are “made nigh by the blood of Christ” 
(Eph. 2:13). Second, it reconciles sin- 
ners to their neighbors. Because their 
hearts are mellowed with love for the 
Saviour, they are joined to their believ- 
ing fellow men in’ the bonds of love. 
Christ’s atoning sacrifice removes the 
barriers of ignorance, superstition, and 
custom, as well as the deeper hindrances 
of greed and self-aggrandizement. 
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The Coming Reign of Christ. Micah 
pierces with unerring gaze into the fu- 
ture. The nobleman (cf. Luke 19:12) 
must first go into a far country, receive 
for himself a kingdom, and then return. 
Christ is now in that country, Heaven; 
having received the Kingdom (cf. Dan. 
7:13, 14), He will assuredly return to set 
it up. Justice, often an unusual com- 
modity now, will then be the law of the 
land (cf. Mic. 4:3). 


Practical Applications 

Do you spend as much time in prayer 
for the nations and in getting the Gospel 
to them as you do in reading the news- 
paper accounts of international threats, 
uncertainties, and fears? 

Do you share the insidious notion that 
some people are beyond the reach of the 
Gospel and thus undeserving of God's 
gifts of justice and peace? 

Meditate upon the amazing) efficacy of 
the blood of Calvary. Are any people 
in your neighborhood still far off from 
God? Do you realize what this in- 
volves? Do you truly believe that you 
have the divine answer? Have you wit- 
nessed tactfully but faithfully to your 
neighbors? 

If national or racial bigotry infests 
your community, do you continue sted- 
fastly to reflect the love of Christ to- 
ward all? 

Think through the unity that be- 
lievers of all nations have in Christ. 
They are members of His unique body. 
This involves respect, co-operation, 
sympathy, and impartiality. How can 
injustice thrive when Christian love has 
captured the heart? 


Golden Text 

Rev. 15:3, 4—“Great and marvellous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just 
and true are thy ways ... all nations 
shall come and worship before thee...” 
The nature, principles of operation, and 
purposes of God are here disclosed. 
Himself omnipotent and holy, His deal- 
ings have invariably been just and true. 
International injustices of today will 
some day be replaced by perfect con- 
cord when Christ returns to reign. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


~ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. ‘Olson 


“And many nations shall come .. .” 
(Mic. 4:2).—Throughout the Old Testa- 
ment there are glowing prophecies of a 
glorious earthly kingdom over which 
the Lord Jesus shall reign as King of 
kings, and Lord of lords. 

This portion of our lesson gives us 
Micah’s prophetic description. of that 
kingdom. The house—or temple—of the 
Lord shall be “established in the top of 
the mountains.” It will stand “on a 


magnificent tableland, lifted up above 
all the surrounding hills, after the land 
has gone through some remarkable top- 
ographical changes, caused by a great 
earthquake, which will occur when the 
feet of the Lord Jesus stand again on 
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the Mount of Olives. See Ezek. '40:2; 
48: 8-12; Zech. 14:4” (Dr. H. A. Ironside). 

At that time many nations will desire 
to be taught His ways, and will walk in 
His paths. The Law shall go forth from 
Zion, and the Word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem—“the throne of the Lord” 
(Jer. 3:17). 

It is lamentable that many nations do 
not wish to hear the Word of the Lord 
now. If Russia could carry out her pro- 
gram, there would be a Christless world. 

Formerly it was taught that the 
peaceful and prosperous conditions pre- 
dicted by Micah would be brought 
about by the modern missionary move- 
ment and the dissemination of the 
printed Word of God in a thousand 
tongues, and by mass evangelism aided 
by radio and television. 

But it is now conceded by many that 
there is no possibility of the number of 
converts to Christianity ever catching 
up with the number of babies being 
born in heathen and pagan countries. 

Nothing but the personal appearance 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in power and 
great glory can accomplish the fulfill- 
ment of these prophecies. 


“.. neither shall they learn war any 
more” (Mic. 4:3).—Millions upon mil- 
lions of people are learning war today, 
at the cost of billions upon billions of 
dollars. The greatest efforts of scien- 
tists throughout the world are being 
made to conceive, design, and perfect 
the most dangerous, destructive, and 
deadly weapons of war. And excep- 
tional skill is required to manipulate 
properly these ingenious devices. What 
a tremendous relief it will be when the 
nations “beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks”! 


“... the Lord shall reign over them in 
mount Zion .. .” (Mic. 4:7).—They 
would not have Him as their king when 
He was in their midst at His first advent. 
They definitely said, “We will not have 
this man to reign over us” (Luke 19:14). 
He is now the King of glory (Psa. 24). It 
is the privilege and duty of all to own 
Him Lord and Saviour, and also King of 
their lives (1 Tim. 1:17). And “in his 
times he shall shew, who is the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords,” (1 Tim. 6:15). The king- 
doms of this world shall become His 
kingdom, and He shall reign forever 
and ever. 

Hark! those bursts of acclamation! 

Hark! those loud triumphant chords! 

Jesus takes the highest station, 

O what joy the sight affords! 
Crown Him! Crown Him! 
King of kings, and Lord of lords! 
—Thomas Kelly 

“_. . God is no respecter of persons” 
(Acts 10:34).—There was a time when 
the Word was to be preached, not only 
to the Jew first (Rom. 1:16) but to the 
Jew only (Matt. 10:5, 6; 15:24). But 
since the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
His messengers are commissioned to “go 
,. . into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 

It is true of youths and adults, as well 
as of children, 


Red and yellow, black and white, 
All are precious in His sight. 
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When the Church is glorified, it wil] 
have representatives “from every kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people, and na- 
tion” (Rev. 5:9). 

“But now ... made nigh by the blood 
of Christ” (Eph. 2:13)—We Gentiles 
were afar off. We were “without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world.” 

It was an exceedingly glad day for us 
when Paul and Barnabas said, “Lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46-49), 
Paul said again, “Be it known therefore 
unto you, that the salvation of God is 
sent unto the Gentiles, and that they 
will hear it” (Acts 28:28). 

The Lord Jesus shed His precious 
blood for the remission of sins. When 
we believe the Gospel of Christ, we are 
not only forgiven but we are also put 
“in Christ Jesus.” And being in Him, 
we are no longer afar off, but brought 
near. 

So near, so very near to God, 
We cannot nearer be; 
For in the person of His Son, 
We are as near as He. 
—C. Paget 

“Great and marvellous are thy works 
...” (Rev. 15:3).—Whether one thinks 
of His work in creation or redemption— 
or both—one must admit they are great 
and marvelous! It becomes us to wor- 
ship and serve such a Creator and Re- 
deemer. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEstep HYMNS 


Power of Jesus’ Name” 
Shall Reign’ 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
sending the Lord Jesus to seek and save 
the lost and that He will come again as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Bring, 
we pray, the full answer to Thy people’s 
prayer, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” for 
earth needs the ruling hand of Thy Son. 
Bless Thy Church in ‘giving men the 
good news of peace with God through 
Christ and draw many this day to re- 
pent and receive the Lord Jesus. Where 
oppression, injustice, sorrow, or want 
prevail, bring fitting relief and help. 
Guide us into ways of right and peace 
and show our leaders the just and wise 
way to take in such a time as this. 


Bless Thy Word as we study it today. , 


Forgive our sins and in all things do for 
us “exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think,” through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A fitting hymn to 
sing today is “Jesus shall reign where’er 
the sun doth his successive journeys 
run; His kingdom spread from shore to 
shore, till moons shall wax and wane no 
more.” It is to the reign pf our Lord 
that Micah looks forward in his proph- 
ecy in our lesson. The time when na- 
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tions turn “swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks” is the 
time of Christ’s rule. The resources of 
nations that once went into destruction 
will then be devoted to production and 
the arts of peace. Christians may differ 
as to just how all this will take place, 
put they agree it can only be as the 
Lord Jesus is enthroned on earth and 
men walk in His paths. 

Blessing and enrichment of life al- 
ways follow when Christ is enthroned. 
He is the Prince of Peace and obeying 
Him is the way to life’s highest and 


Puisce OF PEACE 


best. Let Him rule your life and your 
home and you will have a foretaste of 
the blessings of the great epoch when 
the entire earth comes under His sway. 
“Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 
the prisoner leaps to lose his chains, the 
weary find eternal rest, and all the sons 
of want are blest.” Such blessings be- 
come ours to the extent to which we 
yield to Christ’s control. For God’s best 
for your life you must submit to be gov- 
erned by His Son. 


Cataary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a little ragamuffin—so 

the story goes—was being set upon 
by a mob of larger boys in the streets, of 
London many years ago. These big 
bullies were jeering at him and throw- 
ing sticks and cans at him. The little 
fellow was plucky and defiant, and it 
made them all the more cruel. 

Suddenly there appeared in the crowd 
a tall, swarthy young fellow slashing 
the tormentors right and left; until after 
a stiff and unequal fight in which the 
Tescuer was greatly outmatched in 
Strength and numbers, the cowardly 
tufians were put to flight. That little 
tfagamuffin was no less a person than 
the King of England, and the curious 
circumstance by which he got into those 
tags is told by Mark Twain in his 
most interesting storybook entitled, “The 
Prince and the Pauper.” In a later 
chapter we see the little king restored to 
his rightful place upon the throne, and 
there amid the splendor of the court 
with all the lords and ladies looking on, 
a tall, swarthy young man advances 
and kneels and is knighted by the king. 
He is the same young man who broke 
through the crowd and, at the risk of 
getting his own head cracked, took the 
part of the helpless little ragamuffin— 


not knowing he was a king. 


That sounds like a romance—and it is; 
but, fellows, the same thing in all its in- 
teresting elements and its happy out- 
Come is happening today in the streets 
and homes of your town and mine. All 
about us there are folks being set upon 
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—cruelly set upon. The tormentors 
may not be ruffians in flesh and blood. 
They may be simply cruel circum- 
stances: sometimes fire, sometimes 
sickness, sometimes financial loss, some- 
times accident, sometimes a combina- 
tion of a number of pestering calamities, 
getting the victim down and making 
life very miserable in mind and uncom- 
fortable in body. 

Now think of the folks in your block, 
fellows; how many of them are in some 
sac plight that would make you shrink 
from exchanging places with them? 
Can you get in there and help in some 
way—you with your good, free, strong 
arm, your big, sympathetic heart, your 
pocketbook, your resources of ‘interest 
and fun? Can you? 

And whom will you choose -to help, 
and why? Will it be Tom Jones up 
there on the corner, who broke his arm 
and needs somebody to come and sit 
with him and talk—Tom Jones, who is 
rich and has a car of his own, and who 
will likely share it, with you when he 
gets well if you are good to him? Or 
will it be little Willie Bell over there 
across the railroad, whose folks are 
poor, and who can probably never re- 
pay you in any way? 

Do you know, fellows, why some folks 
choose the Willie Bells to help? Why, it 
is because they love Jesus Christ. They 
believe Him when He says: “Then shall 
the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: for I 
was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I 
was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, 
and ye visited me .. . Then shall the 
righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an —* = fed 
thee? or thirsty . .. or naked . 
sick ... And the king shall answer jot 
say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 

You see, fellows, it takes some faith 
and some imagination. First ask God to 
give you faith. Then ask Him to give 
you a consecrated imagination. Then 
you.will see your King in every unfor- 
tunate person you can help. You have 
His own Word for it to justify that 
imagination and confirm it. It is a won- 
derful thing to be in the service of such 
a Master. All your efforts for Him are 
given full value. Even your mistakes, 
if honestly made, are transmuted into 
the gold of satisfaction. Let us take 
Him at His Word, and see how it works. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


USTICE is the foundation of all right 
dealings among men, whether in a 
community, in our government, or in 
the government of the world. Most 
troubles between nations result from 
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leaders who follow the dictates of self- 
ishness and greed, instead. of justice. 
We learned from Psalm 19 that “the 
judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.” Last week we 
learned that they are more to be de- 
sired than—what? (“Much fine gold,”) 
Right. The verse we learn this morning 
is, “Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there 
is great reward.” 

When studying today’s lesson, I no- 
ticed some of the warnings in God’s 
Word, which nations would do well to 
heed. See if you can find one in Isaiah 
30:1. (They took counsel, but not of 
God.) That is it exactly. Find the 
same idea in verse 2. (“They .. . have 
not asked at my mouth.”) Right. The 
nations of the world are in a state of 
conflict and unrest, yet there are many 
conferences where different leaders take 
counsel together. What do you think 
would happen if these conferences be- 
gan with earnest prayer, asking God for 
His counsel? (He would give it.) I be- 
lieve He is the only one who could 
straighten things out. What warning do 
we find in Isaiah 31:1? (“They look not 









Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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unto the Holy One of Israel, neither 
seek the Lord!”) ‘You and I cannot turn 
international conferences into prayer 
meeti but we.can ask the Lord to 
put into our ‘leaders’ hearts a humble 
desire to seek divine guidance. 

Now turn to Micah 4:1-7, and let us 
read of the coming happy time when 
our Lord will reign over this earth. 
What will bethe attitude of the nations 
toward God ‘at that time? (Many na- 
tions will come to learn His ways, and 
then walk in them.) Won't that be 
wonderful? When Amos tells us that 
God will “judge among many people,” it 
means that He will see that justice is 
‘done. Then our‘Lord will be in com- 
plete control of the nations. Then there 
will be freedom from war, from want, 
and from fear. How long will the Lord 
reign? (Forever.) Isn’t that good to 
know? 

Turn next to Acts 10:34, 35. These in- 
spired words were spoken by the Apos- 
tle Peter. He had been brought up to 
believe that the Jews were God’s fa- 
vored people and that Gentiles were far 
beneath them. He would not willingly 
have entered the house of a Gentile or 
had any dealings with one if he could 
possibly avoid it, before he had the vi- 
sion of which we are told in the earlier 
part of this chapter. But God had 
shown Peter that when He cleansed 
Gentiles, they were no longer unclean. 
God was now setting aside Israel, His 
favored nation, for a time, and would 
build His Church from all nations. It 
was much harder for Peter to under- 
stand that God is no respecter of per- 
sons than it is for us. Yet we all tend 
to be proud of our own nationality. 
Missionaries say that one of the hardest 
things they have to overcome in some 
countries is the prejudice of the people 
against Americans, because some who 
have been there were proud and self- 
ish. Isn’t that sad? In foreign lands, 
America is considered a Christian coun- 
try. You and I know that true Chris- 
tians are born-again persons, and that 
there are too few of them in our land. 
But if people of other nations think 
Christians mean and proud, it is not sur- 
prising that they are unfavorable to 
Christianity. In any contacts we have 


with foreigners, let us be sure that we - 


are fair and kind! 

Turn next to Ephesians 2:13-16. Here 
we have the Apostle Paul speaking by 
inspiration to Gentile believers in 
Christ. Before they were saved they 
had been undesirable foreigners to the 
Jews, as the Jews had been to them. 
But after they had been “made nigh by 
the blood of Christ” they were equally 
part of His Church. The cross of Christ 
had “slain” the enmity or dislike be- 
tween them. The Lord Jesus still does 
that by the power of His Cross. 

Some years ago, when Japan was at 
war with China, the Japanese took the 
city of Kiangsu. The next Sunday 


morning the Chinese Christians assem- 
bled as usual in their little church. As 
they were singing the opening hymn, a 
Japanese soldier came in and walked up 
the aisle toward the front. 


Mothers 
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clutched their children, and everyone 
was tense, wondering what would ‘hap- 
pen next. The Japanese soldier walked 
over to the organist and handed him an 
open hymnbook, indicating the number 
he wished him to play. Then the 
Japanese soldier and the Chinese Chris- 
tians sang together 


Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love, 


and the congregation knew that they 
had nothing to fear from their visitor. 
They were all one in Christ Jesus. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Songs of Praise in . Affliction.—Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighty; just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints. Who shall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? for thou only art holy: for all 
nations shall come and worship before 
thee; for thy judgments are made mani- 
fest (Rev. 15:3, 4, Golden Text). The 
following incident is related by Mrs. 
Charles Spurgeon, who-was a great suf- 
ferer for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury: “At the close of a, dark and 
gloomy day, I lay resting on my couch 
as the deeper night drew on; and 
though all was bright within my cozy 
room, 
seemed to have entered into my soul 
and obscured its spiritual vision. In 
sorrow of heart I asked: ‘Why does my 
Lord thus deal with His child? Why 
does He permit lingering weakness to 
hinder the sweet service I long to ren- 
der His poor servants?’ For a while si- 
lence reigned in the little room, broken 
only by the crackling of the oak log 
burning in the fireplace. Suddenly I 
heard a sweet, soft sound, a little, clear, 
musical note, like the tender trill of a 
robin beneath my window. ‘What can 
it be? surely no bird can be singing ‘out 
there at this time of the year and night.’ 
My ‘friend exclaimed, ‘It comes from the 
log on the fire!’ The fire was letting 
loose the imprisoned music from the old 
oak’s inmost heart! Perchance he had 
garnered up this song in the days when 
all was well with him, when birds twit- 
tered merrily on his branches, and the 
soft sunlight flecked his tender leaves 
with gold. But he had grown old since 
then, and hardened; ring after ring of 
knotty growth had sealed up the long- 
forgotten melody until the fierce tongues 
of the flames came to consume his cal- 
lousness, and the vehement heart of the 
fire wrung from him at once a song and 
a sacrifice. ‘Ah,’ thought I, ‘when the 
fire of affliction draws songs of praise 
from us, then indeed we are purified 
and our God is_ glorified.’”—From 
“Streams in the Desert.” Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 








some of the external darkness . 


. . . the mountain of the house of the 
Lord shall be established (Micah 4:1). 
Humbolt, in his “Travels” describes his 
experience during a violent earthquake 
and attendant tornado. He was be- 
wildered and terrified when he saw the 
waters retreating from the bay, and his 
vessel listing so heavily that at last it 
toppled over on the beach. Looking to- 
ward the shore, he saw the huge trees of 
the forest being uprooted and falling, 
and even the mountains rocking, while 
the air became dark with the constantly 
increasing dust. Everything around 
him was terrifying. Then, chancing to 
look up through the dust, he beheld the 
sun, majestic and unchanged, to become 
more distinct as the dust settled and the 
gloom was dispelled. As we _ look 
around today we see much that alarms, 
but nothing to dismay those who look 
upward and realize that, however things 
totter and perish round about them, 
God is unchanged and unchanging, and 
able to overrule the evil of men for 
good. Those who know and see God 
have serene minds.—From the Methodist 
Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. Prize illustration. 


More Than a Foothold.—Many nations 
shall come, and say, Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord (Micah 
4:2). In these solemn days it is well to 
be reminded, from the impressive evi- 
dence, that Israel is more than a tiny 
foothold in the Middle East. The re- 
birth of the Land and the establishment 
of the State is in fact a fulfillment of 
prophecy; it is a history unparalleled in 
the experience of mankind. That his- 
tory was written in the main in a Book, 
the Bible, the Word of God. This unique 
history in advance finds expression most 
clearly in its references to the Land it- 
self. First. The Land chosen and di- 
vinely ordained, a land which is called 
“the glory of all lands” (Ezek. 20:6). 
Second. It was promised as an ultimate 
possession in perpetuity of the people of 
Israel (Gen. 13:15). Third. It was fore- 
told as a land to which the people 
would ultimately return and _ which 
would become their permanent home 
(Jer. 16:14, 15). Fourth. It is a land 
which will, with its people Israel spirit- 
ually restored, become the “land of all 


lands” (Micah 4:1, 2).—From J. Yoel- 
son-Taffen, in “The Lamps and the 
Light.” Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 


Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Geographical C For the 
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he 
shall judge among many people, and re- 
buke strong nations afar off (Micah 4: 
2, 3). According to an article in the 
U. S. News and World Report, Sir Hal- 
ford J. MacKinder, British founder of 
the study of geopolitics, sounded this 
word of warning in 1919: “In a monk- 
ish map, contemporary with the Cru- 
saders, which still hangs in Hereford 
Cathedral, Jerusalem is marked as the 
geographical center, the navel of the 
world; and on the floor of the Holy Sep- 
ulcher at Jerusalem they will show you 
to this day the precise spot which is the 
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God Changes Not—In the last days 
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center. If our study of the geographical 
realities, as we now know them in their 
completeness, is leading us to right con- 
clusions, the medieval ecclesiastics were 
not far wrong. ... The hill-citadel of 
Jerusalem has a strategic position with 
reference to world realities not differ- 
ing essentially from its ideal position in 
the perspective of the Middle Ages... .” 
It is neither incidental nor accidental 
that ambitious dictators should be de- 
tecting and desiring God’s hub of the 
universe—From the Prairie Overcomer. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


A Challenging Inscription—We will 
walk in the name of the Lord our God 
for ever and ever (Micah 4:5). The in- 
scription on the Plymouth Rock monu- 
ment is a challenge to every generation 
of Americans: “This spot marks the 
final resting place of the Pilgrims of the 
Mayflower. In weariness and hunger 
and cold, fighting the wilderness and 
burying their dead in common graves 
that the Indians should not know how 
many had perished, they here laid the 
foundations of a state in which all men 
for countless ages should have liberty 
to worship God in their own way. All 
you who pass by and see this stone Te- 
member, and dedicate yourselves anew 
to the resolution that you will not rest 
until this lofty ideal shall have been 
realized throughout the earth.”—From 
the Wee Weekly. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


It Depends on How You Come.—God 
is no respecter of persons: but in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him 
(Acts 10:34, 35). “Sire,” said that great 
Christian lady, Countess de Crudener, 
who dared to deal faithfully with the 
soul of Czar Alexander, “Sire, if you 
come to God as the Czar of all the Rus- 
Sians, you will get nothing, but if you 
come as a guilty, undeserving sinner, 
trusting the Saviour who died for you, 
you will get all the blessings of the 
Gospel."—From Choice Gleanings Cal- 
endar. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
pekq, Kans. 


Ye Must Be Reconciled.—And that he 
might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross, having slain the en- 
mity thereby (Eph. 2:16). As the priest 
(at a burial) was reading Mass; and the 
multitude were on their knees, a 
Stranger (Gideon Ouseley) suddenly 
Tode up. Dismounting, he knelt in the 
midst of the congregation with manifest 
solemnity. As the priest went on read- 
ing in a tongue of which the people 
knew not a word, the stranger caught 
up passage after passage, selecting, 
though unknown to his hearers, those 
Portions which conveyed directly Scrip- 
tural truth or solemn warning. He sud- 
denly turned the words from Latin into 
Irish, and repeated aloud after the 
priest. Then with deep feeling, he cried 
at the end of each passage, “Listen to 
that!” The priest seems to have been 
Overwhelmed and awed, and the people 
completely melted. When the Mass was 
ended, and all rose up, Mr. Ouseley, 
with a face beaming with affection, 
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THE RECORD OF MOODY’S 
ANNUITY PROGRAM... 





moooyY 





‘4, TOO, KNOW FROM 
EXPERIENCE... 


that Moody Annuities provide 
double dividends. My husband 
and I have been partners with 
Moody Bible Institute in the 
Lord’s work for more than 20 
years—and not once during all 
those years has the Institute 
ever missed a single payment— 
or been late with a check. 
We've experienced the won- 
derful satisfaction and joy, too, 
that come from having a part 
in winning the lost for Christ.” 

—MRS W. 





4 907-1958 


E 
BIBLE snsTiTUrT 


Down through the years, thousands of Christians 
have experienced the rich blessings of a partner- 
ship in the Lord’s work through the Moody 
Annuity program... 


Fifty-one Years of 
Double Dividends! 


—peace of mind brought about by the regularity 
of their annuity checks . . . generous, guaranteed 
incomes as long as they live . . . in good times or 
bad .. . regardless of whether the stock market 
is up or down—and always on time! 


—joy and satisfaction, because their annuity 
gifts have helped provide tuition-free training 
for young men and women... because their 
money has made possible the spread of the gos- 
pel to the ends of the earth—through the many 
ministries of MBI. 








You, too, can enjoy Double Dividends 


provided by Moody Annuities. Write for your 
FREE copy of Double Dividends. It tells you 
all about the many ministries of Moody Bible 
Institute in which you'll have a share. Clip and 
mail coupon Topay! 








MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
Oo  -emaraae meta a preter ea dares ae need 


C) Please send folder, You Can Take It With You, relating to 


WRITE: Carl J. Frizen, Department of Stewardship 
Dept. 8-58-33-4 








information, stewardship and wills. 
including rate return, q 
tax savings and details 
concerning special types Name. Age. 
of annuity agreements. 
Send for your FREE Addr 
copy — there is no obli- 
ote. City. Zone. State 
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A MODERN GREEK TRAGEDY 


Here is a drama 
in three sentences: 
“I am a leper, the 
father of three 
young children, 
two boys and a 
girl. About 6 
months ago my 
wife died. Seven 
weeks ago I had to 
have my leg ampu- 
tated.” 





These words in 
a letter to our office 
struck us with the force of a blow. 
What can you do in the face of such 
desperate circumstances? Heal this 
man of his leprosy? Restore his wife 
to life? Bring back his amputated 
limb? Our hearts sank,, but we read 
on. How was he taking his terrible 
misfortunes himself? Here is the rest 
of his letter: 


“The purpose of this letter is to 
ask you if you could possibly help me 
to buy an artificial leg so that I can 
walk and be able to work to support 
my destitute children. Please don’t 
close your heart to my appeal. May 
God bless you for all your good work 
for your less fortunate brothers. You 
may be sure that everything I have 
written you is absolutely true. God 
knows that I tell the truth, and I am 
sure that He will take care of me and 
prompt you to help me. With much 
love in Christ, Emmanuel Koune- 
lakis.” 


Not a word of complaint—just a 
request to be allowed to work, and an 
expression of faith in God. What can 
one do but bow one’s head and ask 
the Lord to comfort, bless, and relieve 
this poor man in his sorrow and need? 
At the same time we should ask the 
Lord to show us what we should do 
to answer our own prayers—and his. 
Of course, lepers cannot work out- 
side, but sometimes there is work 
available in the Leper Home. Let us 
gladden this dear brother’s heart by 
enabling him to secure the artificial 
leg he so urgently needs to enable him 
to do productive work once more. 


You may help Emmanuel through 
the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Sec- 
retary, Dept. S, P.O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N.Y. (In Canada: 90 Du- 
plex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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urged upon the people the necessity of 
having their peace made with God, tell- 
ing them that they must become recon- 
ciled to Him, and that it was possible so 
to do by real.repentance and true faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ—From the Rev. 
W. Arthur. Sent by G. Howard Hein, 
Albany, Ohio. 


x 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Por Every Nation (Acts 10:30-34) 


O YOU have a story to tell of being 

a driend to someone? And you 
have brought some boys and girls here 
to be our new friends! Our very best 
friend, the Lord Jesus Christ, has told 
us how to be friends. (Print LOVE ver- 
tically in capital letters so large that 
three words may be printed horizon- 
tally with each letter. Add these three 
words using the L, “will,” “lead,” “land,” 
to recall Psa. 143:10. With O use the 
words, “one,” “another,” “God,” from 1 


John 4:7. With V use “love,” “evil,” 
“cleave” from Rom. 12:9. With E use 
“scripture,” “neighbour,” “well” from 
Jas. 2:8.) 


Peter and Cornelius were not friends. 
Peter was a Christian Jew staying in 
Joppa; Cornelius was an Italian army 
officer stationed at the base at Caesarea. 
(Represent each of these characters, and 
others in Acts 10, by figures on the flan- 
nel board or stand-up cutouts on the 
table. Does the Sunday school have two 
model Palestinian houses and figures of 
people? Or you may use a solid pile of 
blocks for Peter’s roof, and roofless 
walls of blocks for Cornelius’s house. 
Coloring books of Bible stories provide 
inexpensive figures for either flannel 
board or stand-up figures. Besides fig- 
ures for Peter and Cornelius, preferably 
of each standing and kneeling, you need 
an angel, another soldier, two men for 
servants, another one or two men to 
represent the six who accompanied 
Peter to Caesarea, and a group which 
may include women and children’ in 
Cornelius’s house. The vision would be 
seen only by Peter’s inward eye, and 
need not be represented. Place the fig- 
ures and houses for Peter and Cornelius 
as far apart as possible.) : 

Peter had been brought up to believe 
that only sheep, goats, and cattle (and a 
few other creatures) were clean meat, 


fit to eat; and that only Jews were clean’ 


people, fit to associate with. He did not 
even know that the Lord Jesus, Son of 
God, had died for everybody as well as 
Jews!. Over here in Caesarea was a 
foreigner, an Italian, who had given up 
his heathen gods and prayed to God. 














Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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He had probably heard about the won- 
derful miracles of Jesus, but he did not 
know about Jesus Christ’s dying for his 
sins and coming to life again, and that 


Christ would be the great judge on the: 


Judgment Day, and would forgive aljj 
his sins if he believed in Him. (Tell the 
story in Acts 10 of God’s bringing the 
two men together, of Cornelius’s con- 
version, and their later association ag 
friends.) 

Next week I shall want one of our 
“old” friends in this class to tell the part 
of the story about Peter—you can act it 
out with the pictures—while one of our 
“new” friends does the same with Cor- 
nelius and his men. 

We want our new friends to know 
about the Lord Jesus, too. (Use some 
object lesson, such as the Wordless 
Book, or Gospel in a Nutshell, that pre- 
sents the saving work of Christ. Evan- 
gelical Sunday schocl supply stores and 
catalogues carry a number of such 
items.) 

If your class is not likely to be blessed 
with newcomers, you may prefer to 
make a missionary application of this 
lesson. Is it fair for us to hear about 
the Lord Jesus every Sunday when 
there are people who have never heard? 
People in the far parts of the world 
sometimes ask: “How long have you 
known this wonderful news? Why 
hasn’t someone come to tell us before?” 

“The same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him” (Rom. 10:12, 
Memory Verse). No one is a foreigner 
or outsider to God—that is, if he wants 
to pray to Him! God will be just as 
good to him as to you or me. In fact, 
the Lord Jesus Himself was born a Jew, 
so we Americans would be the for- 
eigners and outsiders, if He chose to 
treat us as we sometimes treat others! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


UPPOSE I told you that I had some- 

thing that every boy and every girl 
would love to have. It is something 
that is very valuable—the most wonder- 
ful gift in the world.’ Unfortunately, 
however, it is a gift I could give to only 
one group of people—those who are 
seven years old. If you are eight or six, 
you could not have it. Oh, yes, you 
would love it if you could have it; but 
you can’t, unless you are seven. How 
would you feel? Well, if you are seven, 
you would be delighted. If you are not 
seven, you would cry. 

It was much like that in the very long 
ago. When the Lord Jesus came to 
earth, He came as the Lamb of God t0 
take away the sin of His own people, 
the Jews (John 1:11, 12), and the sins of 
all who would receive Him. After the 
Lord Jesus rose from the dead and later 
returned to Heaven, the early apostles 
spent their time preaching to the Jewish 
people. It was their understanding that 
the Gospel was only for them. Some- 
thing happened one day that changed 
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all of that—a thing that meant that one 
day you and I could hear the good news 
that Christ Jesus died for us, even 
though we are not Jews. Listen care- 
fully so you will always remember this 
important event. 

There was a very religious man whose 
name was Cornelius. He was an Italian. 
(Italians, of course, are not Jews.) He 
was in command of one hundred sol- 
diers who were stationed in the home- 
land of the Jews. Cornelius, the Bible 
tells us, feared God, he gave money to 
the poor, and he often prayed t6 God. 
Yet, I am sorry to say, he did not have 
his sins forgiven, nor could they be for- 
given. For, you see, he did not know 
the only one who could forgive sin—the 
Saviour, the Son of God. However, 
whenever there is anyone who truly de- 
sires forgiveness of sin, God will do all 
that is necessary for that person to hear 
the Gospel. So it was with Cornelius. 

One afternoon at about three o’clock 
when Cornelius was praying, an angel 
from the Lord spoke to him. The angel 
told him that God knew his heart, and 
that he should send men to the city of 
Joppa (that was about 30 miles away). 
They were to find Simon Peter who was 
living with another man at the seashore, 
and ask him to come and tell Cornelius 
how to be saved (Acts 11:14). At once 
Cornelius called two of his servants and 
one of his religious soldiers and sent 
them to get Simon Peter. 


At the same time as the men were 
traveling, Simon Peter went up to the 
housetop at noontime to pray, following 
the custom of those days. While Peter 
was praying, a most unusual thing hap- 
pened. Peter did not even know what 
was happening around him because he 
was receiving an important message 
from God. It appeared to him that God 
had let down out of Heaven a big sheet. 
In the sheet were all.kinds of four- 
footed animals and reptiles of the earth 
and birds of the heaven. Jews, you 
will remember, would have nothing to 
do with certain kinds of animals and 
teptiles—some that were inside that 
very sheet. Imagine Peter’s surprise, 
therefore, when God commanded him to 
kill and eat some of those animals! 
When Peter told God that he could not 
tat those unclean animals, God told him 
that He Himself had made them clean 
and that now it would be all right for 
all Jews (like Peter) to eat them. 


At first Peter simply could not under- 
stand what God meant. But he did not 
have to wait long to find out. For while 
he was sitting there thinking about it, 
Cornelius’s servants came to the house 
asking for him. God’s Spirit spoke to 
Peter: “Three men are looking for you. 
Go down at once and go with them.” 


Peter obeyed God immediately even 
though he did not know what they 
Wanted. When he arrived at Cornelius’s 
house, imagine his surprise to hear Cor- 
Relius tell how God had spoken to him! 
Peter thought that God spoke only to 
Jewish people. That day, then, he real- 
ied that God is willing always to speak 
2 anyone at all who sincerely desires 
Him to do so. From that day to this, 
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God’s message of salvation has been 
given to people of every nation, even 
though they are not Jews. And that is 
why we have heard it. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 


x 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(the questions are on page 587) 


1. Isaiah 2:2, 3. 

2. “From whence come wars... 
of your lusts...” (Jas. 4:1). 

3. The Law, ceremonial rites, and sac- 
rificial ritual. 

4. It reconciles man to God, and man 
to man. 

5. Gentiles and Jews. 

6. Revelation 19:11-16; 20:1-6, for ex- 
ample. 

7. “In the last days” (Mic. 4:1). 

8. Because of the wickedness of the 
human heart. 

9. Tranquility, prosperity, and peace. 

10. The “enmity” (Eph. 2:16) separat- 
ing men from God and one another. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. : 


even 


x 


Giving and Receiving Praise 
(Continued from second page) 


the ash man, whoever fills his or her 
place well, and furnishes a good quality 
of material or of work, deserves praise, 
and is short paid without it. 

Even those persons who are actuated 
by the purest and highest sense of duty, 
and who on principle would do their 
very utmost without a word of human 
commendation, ought to receive the 
praise that is their due for noble doing. 
Your best friend may be true and un- 
selfish in your behalf, in a trying emer- 
gency, without a thought of winning 
your praise; but he deserves none the 
less—nay, all the more—your praise in 





(13) 593 






WANTED: Dietician-Cook to serve the Lord at Chris- 
tian boarding high school. Helf of student body are 
missionaries’ children. Write, stating experience, to 


BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL, ASHEVILLE, WN. C. 


HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music- 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects — in- 
cluding TEN practi 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically -illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 


Over ten Thousand Students 
Send for FREE details. indicate course desired 


a HARKNESS “Pasadena 1, cau. 
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Satan opposes—but God’s work goes Bs 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 











Rev. F. V. Dabeld 
A Faith Work Founder -Direeter 
Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 


the hands of devoted 


country established: Hold u 
number with your 


native workers. Swell thi 
prayers gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the orig- 
inal 1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s 


Readers have been completed and you can now pur- 
chase exact copies at the following low prices 


Birr R Reader $2.25 Fourth Reader $3.25 
Second Reader _. 2.50 Fifth Reader... 3.50 
Third Reader __ 2.75 Sixth Reader __ 3.75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-8, Rowan, lowa 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lan 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


















TRIPS OF A LIFETIME 


4 


WHEATON 
TOURS 


Every Year 





e Holy Land—March and June 
e Europe and Sweden—July 
e South America—July (1958) 


Write today for FREE Bulletin. Specify 
which tour Address: Dr Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 
Wheaton College « Wheaton, lilinois 
Dept. T88 


ALSO TOURS to Yellowstone Park, Grand Canyon 
and Canadian Rockies 


PY 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, 7. 


consequence. It is not the easiest thing 
in the world for any man to be true and 
unselfish. It costs an ,effort to keep 
down self and to make large sacrifices. 
You ought not to forget this; nor should 
you fail to speak the assurances of rec- 
ognition and gratitude that will gladden 
your friend’s heart, and make him 
stronger and readier for the next trial 
that may come to him. 

And your pastor needs your praises, 
your expressions of grateful acknowl- 
edgment of his timely words and his 
loving deeds, as surely as your child 
needs them. “But,” asks one, “shall I 
thank my pastor every Sunday? He 
knows that I am always grateful to him. 
Isn’t that enough?” If you have any 
warm appreciation of his words every 
Sunday, you need not hesitate to say so. 
For whatever he does in your behalf, be 
free to thank him, to give him praise. 
Of course to make your praise of any 
worth it must be sincere and discrimi- 
nating; but no minister was ever dis- 
turbed or injured by the too frequent 
recognition of his helpful labors in be- 
half of the people to whom he minis- 
tered. -And how can your pastor know 
that he has been of service to you today 
unless you ‘tell him so? Many a pastor’s 
heart is heavy, and his sleep disturbed, 
after a faithful week’s work, just be- 
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cause no person in all his congregation 
has given him one word of assurance 
that the strength he has expended so 
cheerfully has given aid to a single soul. 
When our Lord had healed ten lepers, 
and knew that His work had told for 
them all, He could ask with sadness, as 
He saw how little readiness there was to 
render him deserved praise, “Were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are the 
nine?” Shall the disciple be less sensi- 
tive to expressions of gratitude than was 
his Lord? 

And if it is right that you should give 
praise when others deserve it, it is right 
that you should receive praise when you 
deserve it. It is never right to proffer 
what it would be wrong to receive. You 
ought to welcome praise. You ought to 
be grateful for praise. You ought, in- 
deed, to feel that if you are not praised, 
either you are undeserving or you are 
denied your deserts. If you shrink 
from the honest, hearty praise of those 
whom you value, you have reason to 
fear the cause of your shrinking, or to 
fear its consequences. There are those 
who indulge in self-praise by protesting 
against the praise of others. They flat- 
ter themselves with the thought that 


.they are not to be flattered. As Decius 


says of Caesar: 


But when I ‘tell him he hates flatterers, 
He says he does, being then most flattered. 
Others again, by refusing praise, refuse 
all comment on themselves by anyone, 
on the principle enunciated by Macaulay 
in his rejection of Mrs. Trimmer’s com- 
mendation of his writings: “The right to 
praise implies the right to blame.” 
They are unwilling to have any judg- 
ment passed on. themselves, their con- 


‘duct,'or their words, even by their dear- 


est friends. 

While no such motive as this can be 
supposed to influence you in your mod- 
est shrinking from praise that you fear 
is undeserved, or in your thought that 
you may be misled through overpraise, 


you ought to realize that there is greater . 


safety in welcoming both praise and 
blame from a friend than in rejecting 
either. No friend will blame if he is not 
privileged to praise. And if you are 
without the wise help of a true friend’s 
comments on your course, you are in 
peculiar peril from self-flattery. As 
Lord Bacon says, in his essay on Friend- 
ship, “There is no such flatterer as a 
man’s self; and there is no such remedy 
against flattery of a man’s self as the 
liberty of a friend.” The divine injunc- 
tion is, “Let another man praise thee”— 
when you are worthy of praise. 

“But how can I know when offered 
praise is deserved?” Ah! that is a fair 
question... Just there a responsibility is 
on you. Proffered praise ought to go 
into the crucible in your heart labora- 
tory, that its value may be fairly tested 
there; for “praise undeserved is scandal 
in disguise.” You are to judge of the 
sincerity of him who praises you. If he 
is to be trusted as one who speaks his 
convictions honestly, you need not fear 
that he is a flatterer. You are to judge 
of his intelligence and fairness. If his 
opinions are ordinarily well grounded, 
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you have no veason to doubt that they 
are so when he expresses himself con. 
cerning your words and works. Yoy 
are to judge of his fidelity to your wel. 
fare when censure is demanded. There 
are times when “open rebuke is better 
than secret love,” when it is better for 
you that a friend should speak out in 
caution or reproof than that he should 
keep silence to retain your favor. The 
friend who, on occasion, will blame yoy 
wisely and faithfully, can certainly be 
believed when he says you are desery- 
ing of his heartiest praise. And as in 
the receiving of praise, so in its giving: 
sincerity, frankness, thoughtful discrim- 
ination, and fearless fairness are to be 
the crucible tests of its real value. 


(To be continued) 
















x 






Power With Responsibility 


(Continued from page 584) 






serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must 
be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God 
hath given thee all them that sail with 
thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: 
for I believe God .. .” (Acts 27:22-25), 

Faith produced an optimism that was 
real because it was founded upon the 
Word and grace of God. Before such 
good cheer the hopelessness of utter de- 
Spair gave way to calm assurance which 
overcame howling winds and mountain- 
ous waves threatening: ship and life 
with momentary destruction. 


The God of all power and grace is 
waiting to make our service for Him ef- 
fective through the working of His 
mighty power in us. But if ever we are 
to realize this ministry of power, there 
must be no short cuts.. We must dili- 
gently cultivate prayer. The Word of 
God must be given a place of pre 
eminence. We must seek humility, 
shoulder responsibility, and have cour- 
age when the way becomes difficult 
Above all, we must be characterized by 
good cheer in every word and action for 
God. May such a ministry be the goal 
and realization of each one of us who 
names the name of Christ! 


Da.uas, TEx. 
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Scrolls and Flowers at a 
Wheaton Conference 


HE Annual Wheaton Archaeology 
conference will be held afternool “Y 


and evening, on Monday, November 4§ pray, 
at Wheaton College, Wheaton, II. how \ 

Dr. John Trever, who first photo Mo 
graphed the Dead Sea Scrolls, wil§ anoth 
speak on “The Discovery of the Dead and 1 


Sea Scrolls” and on “The Flowers aif son. 














Plants of the Bible.” God 

Dr. Joseph P. Free, professor @ “but | 
Archaeology at Wheaton College ané out s 
Archaeological Editor of THe Sunpat Not 
ScHoo. Times, will show illustrateig With 
motion pictures of this year’s excaV broth, 
tion at Dothan, sixty miles north @ _~ 


Jerusalem, where a section of the ci 
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was uncovered on top of the mound 
dating back to the time of Solomon. 

The public is cordially invited to the 
sessions of the conference. 
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Children at Home 


God's “How” for Howie 


HEN Howie was just a blond- 

haired boy, not yet twelve years 

old, he stood watching his mother with 

a troubled shadow in his deep blue eyes. 

“Yes, Mother, I know God can answer 

Prayer,” he was saying earnestly, “but 
how can He answer this one?” 

Mother was thoughtful as she slipped 
another pan of cookies into the oven, 
and then looked lovingly at her eldest 
Son. “I don’t know either, Son, how 
God will do it,’ she answered slowly, 
“but I’m sure He cares, and will work it 
out somehow in His own good way.” 

Not long before this, Howie had come 
with his parents and three younger 
brothers from their home in a quiet 
country town to this large, noisy city. 
Of course he had had to give up his 
Paper route. 
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Howie was an industrious lad, and 
had found many ways to earn the ex- 
tras his parents could not afford, such as 
model planes, musical’ instrument with 
lessons, a used bicycle, and special cloth- 
ing. He loved the Lord Jesus, and gave 
faithfully and generously of his earn- 
ings to His work. 

“Maybe I can get a new paper route 
in the city,” he had said hopefully to 
his father, and his father had agreed; 
but cautioned, “Most of the city papers 
have Sunday editions, and what would 
you do in that case?” 

“Well, maybe I could serve them on 
Saturday evening, couldn’t I?” queried 
the lad. 

So Father had gone with Howie to 
apply for the route, and the newspaper 
men were interested. But none would 
consent to a Saturday evening delivery 
of the Sunday edition. 

At first Howie had not been too dis- 
couraged, but he soon found he was too 
young, and too far away to be consid- 
ered for any of the regular places of 
employment. The section where the 
family now lived was too new to have 
lawns, so there was no mowing to be 
done, and there seemed to be nothing 
he could do. He tried not to be down- 
hearted but it was difficult. 

That evening, as the family gathered 
for devotions, Howie asked for special 
prayer, and each one of the family 
prayed for God’s leading and help in 
Howie's problem. 

“Son,” said Father afterward, “I don’t 
know either how God will answer your 
prayer, but you may be sure He will 
honor you, for you have honored Him 
by refusing to do unnecessary work on 
Sunday. Here is a promise for you 
from God’s Word. We will all read it 
together. Turn in your Bibles to First 
Samuel 2:30, the last part of the verse.” 
Then solemnly they all read, “For them 
that honour me I will honour, and they 
that despise me shall be lightly es- 
teemed.” 

In the meantime, while Howie had 
been having his problems, Mother had 
been having hers, but of a different na- 
ture. Food supplies for their large fam- 
ily were hard to get. Shopping facilities 
were far away and all the marketing 
had to be done by bus. Even then it 
was difficult to find fresh produce, and 
particularly, fresh eggs. A happy 
thought struck her, and she wrote to 
friends in their former home town who 
trucked ‘eggs into the city. She told 
them how difficult she found it fo get 
good eggs and asked if it would be pos- 
sible to get a few dozen from them the 
next time they brought them in. She 
received a prompt reply that they 
would be left regularly at a convenient 
place. And Father agreed to stop by 
for them. 

Mother was more than surprised when 
she viewed the “few dozen” eggs. She 
said: “WeR, I suppose a half crate of 
eggs does seem like a few dozen when 
compared to a truckload, but how am I 
ever going to use fifteen dozen eggs be- 
fore they spoil, in this warm weather, 
and where will I put them? I can’t 
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keep them all in the refrigerator, or 
there would be no room for anything 
else.” | 

“Well,” suggested Father, “why don’t 
you send Howie around to some of the 
‘neighbors to see if any of them would 
like to buy a few?” 

Howie went willingly enough, and 
was soon back with more orders than 
there were eggs to spare. Immediately 
the family held a conference and de- 
cided to make a long-distance call to 
their friends to see if they would supply 
eggs weekly for orders Howie would 
take in advance. The trucker readily 
agreed, and just the first week, Howie 
made more money by delivering eggs 
on Saturday morning than he would 
have made in a whole week of deliver- 
ing papers. The egg business grew and 
grew, until finally the whole family 
was helping Howie deliver eggs on Sat- 
urdays, which were sent by special 
truck right to Howie’s home on Friday 
evenings. 

God’s “how” was so much better than 
Howie’s plans had been.’ The whole 
family was stréngthened in the Lord as 
they kept the Sabbath Day holy and 
they realized God’s ability to honor 
those that honor Him. » Truly, God 
poured out His material blessings upon 
Howie! He had his school ‘nights free 
for church and school activities; he was 
able to give liberally to mission work; 
he bought a new cornet and a bicycle 
for himself; he paid his younger 
brothers for their help, and he even 
earned so much he had to pay his own 
income tax that year! 

Now Howie has grown up and has 
prepared himself, with God's help, for 
the mission field. Ever since his ex- 
perience, in his early youth, as an egg 
salesman, he has been content to leave 
the “how’s” to God. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 24 
4. Pll Do It Tomorrow 
(Jas. 4:13-17; Prov. 6:6-11) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


“Procrastination has been called a 


thief—the thief of time. I wish it were 
no worse than a thief, It is a murderer; 
and that which it kills is not time merely, 
but the immortal soul.” 
—Nevins 
HE area covered by this fourth and 
last topic in the series, “Habits That 
Hinder,” is familiar ground to most of 
us. Many of us fall prey to the tempta- 
tion to postpone difficult, or unpleasant, 
or, sometimes, even ordinary tasks until 
“tomorrow,” or some later time. There 
are, no doubt, times when we really in- 
tend to do tomorrow what seems to be 
annoying, or unpleasant, or inexpedient 
today, but very often “tomorrow” is 
used as a mere excuse for not doing 
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that which we do not intend to do at 
all. We hide, sometimes, behind a pro- 
fessed need to “think it over,” when our 
minds are really made up not to do 
what is presented to us. Is this really 
honest? ~ 
ye 

The habit of “putting off until tomor- 
row” is bad enough in general, but when 
it concerns spiritual things, it is espe- 
cially dangerous, and can even be fatal. 
God’s Word has many warnings of the 
dangers of procrastination, and gives us 
many examples of its evils. One of the 
most familiar examples of the danger of 
procrastination is that of Felix, the Ro- 
man governor of Caesarea in Paul’s time 
(Acts 24: 24-27). So powerful was Paul’s 
witness concerning Christ, when he 
stood before Felix, that the governor 
trembled. Yet he put aside this marvel- 
ous opportunity of believing on and ac- 
cepting Christ with an excuse to hear 
Paul again at some more “convenient 
season.” 
never came, and Felix went out of this 
life into eternal death. 


b 4 


Countless men and women and young 
people have sat in evangelistic meetings 
and have heard God’s voice speaking to 
them through the message, through some 
hymn, or through the earnest solicita- 
tioh of some personal worker or Sunday 
school teacher, and have put off re- 
sponding until “some other time,” a time 
that never came for them. God’s sol- 
emn warning is, “To day if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your heart” (Psa. 
95:7, 8). 

we t 


The foolish virgins in the parable of 
Matthew 25:1-13 postponed until tomor- 
row having their lamps filled with oil— 
a type of the Holy Spirit. As a result 
they were not ready when the bride- 
groom came, and were shut out of the 
time of fellowship and blessing with 
him. 

v4 

The Jewish leaders mentioned'in Luke 
13: 23-27, who, during the days of oppor- 
tunity when the Lord was present with 
them even ate and drank in His pres- 
ence, yet neglected to believe on Him 
and to accept Him. Some day they will 
be shut out from His presence in the 
Kingdom of God when Christ returns. 
Their tomorrow will never come. 

4 

But delay in spiritual things extends 
far beyond the matter of accepting 
Christ. It plagues believers in many 
phases of their Christian walk. Tomor- 
row, we tell ourselves, is the day when 
we will begin a faithful daily Bible 
reading of the Word and a regular and 
unhurried prayer time. Tomorrow we 
will write that long-delayed letter to a 
friend who needs Christ, or who needs 
Christian counsel and comfort. Tomor- 
row we will speak about Christ to that 
one who works beside us every day, and 
about whom God has been speaking to 
us. Tomorrow we will ask forgiveness 
of that one we have wronged, or to 
whom we spoke harshly without cause. 


As far as we know, that season | 
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Now, obviously, there are times when 
action must of necessity be postponed, 
but let us ask God to help us not to put 
off obeying His promptings just to avoid 
an unpleasant task, or to evade a duty, 
or to please ourselves. Repeatedly ig- 
noring the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit or of our consciences is the way 
to grow callouses on our spiritual sensi- 
tivity, and before long God will be com- 
pelled to use sterner means to arouse us 
to action. He wants to guide us by His 
eye, not with bit and bridle (Psa. 32: 
8, 9). 

D4 

God speaks to us today through 
Joshua of old, “Choose you this day [not 
tomorrow, or next week, or after you 
have gone home and thought it over] 
whom ye will serve” (Josh. 24:15), and 
through Elijah, “How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions? if the Lord be God, 
follow him” (1 Kings 18:21). 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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August 18 to 24 


Mon., Aug. 18.—Isa. 30:1-5, 15-18. 
A God of Justice. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord is a 
God of judgment.” God’s eyes “are in 
every place, beholding the evil and the 
good.” By Him all actions are weighed. 
Some have mistaken notions about 
God’s attitude toward believers. Many 
who say they are saved by grace seem 
to lack gumption when it comes to 
Christian duty. Let no one imagine that 
God is easier on sinning Christians than 
on sinning sinners. All one has to do is 
to read the third, fourth, and sixth 
chapters of Hebrews to realize that the 
God who “so loved the world,” is also a 
just and right judge. The Judge of all 
the world will examine our words and 
ways at the judgment seat of Christ. 
Pray for the Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago. 


Tues., Aug. 19.—Isa. 31:1-5. 
Whom Shall We Trust? 


Prayer Succestions: “They look not 


ae, A Bible Readings 


unto the Holy One of Israel, neither. 


seek the Lord!” We all have our choice 
between sources of help. We are wise in- 
deed if we lean not on the arm of flesh, 
but rely upon the Lord God who is 
gracious and omnipotent. Rely not on 
your own power; depend upon the Lord 
for support, strength, and help. Pray 
for the Emmaus Bible School, Oak Park, 
Hl. 
Wed., Aug. 20.—Mic. 4:1-7. 
“The Lord Will Reign.” 
Prayer Succestions: “Th® Lord shall 
reign over them in mount Zion from 
henceforth, even for ever.” The phrase 
“reign for ever and ever” occurs many 
times in Scripture (see Exod. 15:18; 
Luke 1:33; Rev. 11:15; 22:5). Christ, the 
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ruler of the universe, ultimately shall 
be glorified in this world. Prophecies 
concerning His coming Kingdom and 
reign in this very world He made, which 
now is usurped by Satan, are absolutely 
certain of fulfillment. His law shall go 
forth from Jerusalem, the very place 
where He was crucified, and every knee 
shall bow, and all tongues confess His 
name and glory. Pray for Multnomah 
School of the Bible, Portland, Oreg. 


-Thurs., Aug. 21.—Eph. 2:11-18. 


All One in Christ. 


PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “Fellowcitizens 
with the saints, and of the household of 
God” (v. 19). All who have the Spirit 
of God are one in Christ Jesus. “If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
If you have been made to “drink into 
one Spirit,” then you are one with all in 
whom the Spirit of God dwells. See 
then that you love all people, but es- 
peci those who have the Spirit of 
God. ay for Gordon College, Beverly 
Farms, Mass. 


Fri., Aug. 22.—Eph. 3:7-13. 
Grace for All. 
Prayer Succestions: “The gift of the 
grace of God.” All who have received 
the grace of God can have more and 
more of the grace of God. It is immeas- 
urable, and may be taken by all believers 
to help in time of need. It is manifold 
and free, but many Christians fail in the 
grace-of God. God’s grace brings not 
only salvation but sustentation and abil- 
ity for great and glorious service for 
God (1 Cor. 15:10). Pray that you may 
not receive the grace of God in vain. 


Sat., Aug. 23.—Rev. 15:3, 4; 22:1-5. 
“Healing of the Nations.” 
Prayer Succestions: “For the healing 
of the nations.” God will ‘heal the 
breach of nations in due time as stated 
in the prophecies of Holy Scripture. 
The saved nations shall bring their 
honor into that coming kingdom (Rev. 
21:24, 26). “All nations shall serve 
him,” and all men shall fall down be- 
fore Christ the “Lord of lords, and King 
of kings.” His saving health will, ac- 
cording to promise, appear among all 
nations. The Prince of Peace shall rule 
this world, and peace shall prevail un- 
der His glorious sway. Pray for the 
rapid spread of the Gospel among all 
nations. 


Sun., Aug. 24.—Isa. 11:1-9. 
Hope of the World. 
Prayer Succestions: “The earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea.” “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son” to be our sin offering. 
His gift of salvation is offered to the 
whole world. “For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might 
be saved” (John 3:17). Always think 
of the ministry of the Church as a soul- 
winning, edifying business. Christ’s 


saving purpose is not presently wor- 
thily promoted. Pray for the convete 
sion of men in authority. 
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